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HEAD OF CAMPUS MESSAGE 
 
I hope all families are keeping well as we embark on a new Islamic calendar year. 
InshaAllah wishing everyone peace and prosperity. Four weeks into the term, Greenacre 
Secondary has completed and achieved so much in this time. Our students have engaged 
in fine examples of leadership and service.  We are gaining momentum as we continue our 
journey of tajdid (renewal) in Islamic Education. The focus on relationships is key as we 
shift our pedagogical practices from behaviour management to student wellbeing. This 
newsletter contains reports from a cross-section of Greenacre Secondary. I thank the staff 
members that have contributed.   

Mr Ali Dib, Head of Campus 

 

CURRICULUM MATTERS 
Australian Brain Bee State Finals 2022 

Three Year 10 students; Mustafa Mukaddam, Khalif Kani and 
Ayesha Saeed represented Malek Fahd at the Australian Brain 
Bee Challenge 2022 State Finals held at the UNSW. All three 
students also took a guided tour of the school of Medical 
Sciences and the Museum of Human Disease. Students also 
participated in a Neuroscience workshop. 

 

Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA) 

Malek Fahd Islamic School is participating in the 

Programme for International Student Assessment 

(PISA), which is taking place in Australian between 

18 July and 9 September 2022. PISA is an important 

part of the National Assessment Program in 

Australia, which is the measure through which 

governments, education authorities and schools can 

determine whether young Australians are meeting 

important educational outcomes. 

A random sample of 15-year-old, mostly from Years 
10 and 11 have been selected to complete a two-hour 
computer-based assessment consisting of 
mathematics, science, reading, and creative thinking. 
These students have also been asked to complete a 
questionnaire. A random sample of teachers have 
also been asked to compete an online questionnaire 
which will collect information on classroom 
instruction, teachers’ educational backgrounds, 
training, and teaching experiences.  

Vision: 

All students of MFIS receive 

an education that inspires 

them to achieve their full 

potential, embrace the 

future and make positive 

contributions to the 

community. 

 

Mission:  

The mission of MFIS is to 

provide opportunities within 

an Islamic environment for 

its students to excel 

intellectually, physically, 

emotionally, socially, 

religiously, morally and 

vocationally, and become 

happy and successful 

citizens. 

 

Motto:  

Knowledge is Light and 

Work is Worship 
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CURRICULUM MATTERS continued 
 

ICAS 2022 

This year again students have the opportunity to participate in the ICAS competition. 

The International Competitions and Assessments for Schools (ICAS) is an independent, 

skills-based assessment program wherein the questions are set in modern, real-world 

scenarios where students are assessed on their ability to apply classroom learning to 

new contexts, using higher-order thinking and problem-solving skills. ICAS recognises 

and rewards student achievement in areas such as literacy 

(English, Writing and Spelling Bee) and STEM (Mathematics, Science and Digital Tech-

nologies). The dates for ICAS 2022 are listed below: 

 

 

Mr Faruk, Secondary Curriculum Coordinator 

SUBJECT DATE 

ICAS WRITING August 8, 2022 

ICAS DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES August 12, 2022 

ICAS ENGLISH August 15 ,2022 

ICAS SCIENCE August 22, 2022 

ICAS MATHEMATICS August 29, 2022 

HSC Trial 

Examinations 

The HSC trial examinations 

are scheduled from Week 5 to 

Week 7. To assist the Year 12 

students in their preparation 

towards their trial examina-

tions, students have been 

granted study leave from 

Wednesday 10th August to Fri-

day 12th August. We trust that 

students will use this time 

wisely to prepare for their trial 

examinations. During the trial 

exam period, students are al-

lowed to leave the school upon 

completion of their examina-

tion. We wish the students 

well in their trial examina-

tions.  

Mr Faruk, Secondary  

Curriculum Coordinator 

 

Chess Club 

The Chess Club is up and run-

ning with Mr Ahmad 

Shehabat. The club meets at 

lunch times. Students interest-

ed in joining must register 

with Dr Shehabat. 

 

Anasheed Group 

Anasheed group: Headed by 

the Islamic Studies depart-

ment.  The group practices  2–

3 times per week at lunch 

times. 

 

RUBIK’s Cube club 

The Rubik’s Cube Club is un-

derway in 2022. To Register 

please see Sheik Charles 

George. 

Curriculum in practice 

 
Year 8 Girls English—Picnic in the park—Reading and literacy activity—Ms L Husrari’s 

class. Year 8 English Unit– A monster calls— student competition submissions—Ms K 

Hamad’s class. 

 

 

https://www.icasassessments.com/products-icas/subjects/english
https://www.icasassessments.com/products-icas/subjects/writing/
https://www.icasassessments.com/products-icas/subjects/spelling-bee/
https://www.icasassessments.com/products-icas/subjects/english
https://www.icasassessments.com/products-icas/subjects/writing/
https://www.icasassessments.com/products-icas/subjects/digital-technologies/


 SCHOOL CAPTAINS’ VISIT NSW STATE PARLIAMENT 

Greenacre Secondary Captains Tasnim El Hassan and Sidratul Islam and Beaumont Hills 
Vice Captain Aman Omer had the valuable opportunity to participate in the Annual 
School Leader’s day at State Parliament on June 22nd. 

Our Captains were part of a state-wide school leaders’ group and had the opportunity to 
listen to inspirational political leaders from various political parties including the State 
member for Canterbury-Bankstown the Honourable Jihad Dib. 

This was a great opportunity for our school leaders to meet captains of other schools and 
observe a sitting day at State Parliament. The day wrapped up with a visit to Government 
House with afternoon tea with all school leaders and political dignitaries. 

Tenth of Muharram 

Ibn ‘Abbās (may Allāh be 

pleased with him) narrates that 

the Prophet (peace and 

blessings upon him) came to 

Madīnah and found the Jahood 

fasting on the day of Ashūrah 

(10th of Muarram). Hence the 

Prophet inquired of them, 

“What is (the significance of) 

this day on which you fast?” 

They replied, “This is a great 

day. On this day Allāh saved 

Mūsa (peace and blessings 

upon him) and his people, and 

drowned Fir’aun and his 

nation. Thus, Mūsa (peace and 

blessings upon him) fasted on 

this day as a token of 

thanksgiving, therefore we too 

fast on this day.” The 

Messenger of Allāh said, “We 

are more worthy of Mūsa and 

nearer to him than you.” 

Thereafter, the Prophet fasted 

on this day and ordered (his 

Companions) that a fast be 

kept on this day.” 

(Muslim)  

Child Protection 

Mandatory Reporting  

At Malek Fahd Islamic School, 

all staff have a responsibility to 

recognise and respond to 

safety, welfare or wellbeing 

concerns for children and 

young people. A Mandatory 

Reporter is a person who, due 

to the nature of their 

employment must report any 

concern regarding the safety, 

welfare or well-being of a child. 

This means that they must 

report any issue that they 

suspect, on reasonable 

grounds, that a child is at risk 

of significant harm to the Head 

of Campus or Principal. It is 

the responsibility of the 

Principal to report suspected 

risk of significant harm 

concerns to the Department of 

Communities and Justice 

(DCJ) Child Protection 

Helpline. 

“He who does not show mercy (towards his children),  

no mercy would be shown to him.” 

Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) 



SCIENCE DEPARTMENT—TEAMWORK 

 

In the Science department, we are extremely excited to be to be trialling out a new 

seating arrangement in some of our laboratories. 

We all understand the importance of teamwork. Not only does it promote a collaborative 

learning environment, but it also enhances our students’ social skills.  

Does it get a little loud? Well, yes at times it does, but within limits. However, we believe 
that if students are engaged, valuable learning experiences are created for our students.  

In the last few weeks, our emphasis on teamwork activities has allowed our students to 

shine and display their skills and talents.  

Working in teams on a more regular basis has helped us create an environment which 

inspires collective knowledge, discussion and peer collaboration.  

Mrs Hala Ali (A/Head of Science/ Biology) 

Mobile Phones 

When should children be 

given a mobile phone? 

Most kids today want a 

phone. But when is the right 

time and what should 

parents think about before 

giving a child one? 

It’s not just about your 

child’s age or whether their 

friends have phones. “An 

immature 15-year-old may 

not be able to handle the 

responsibilities that go with 

a phone. That includes 

understanding everything 

from how charges can add 

up to how access to social 

media will affect them. Will 

they know how to handle 

cyberbullying? Will they 

follow the limits you put on 

phone use?”  

“Putting limits on phone use 

is important. It’s important 

that a “no phone” zone be 

enforced at family meals and 

until homework is done. 

And limits on social use of 

phones is 

key.” (childmind.org)  

If you give your child a 

phone, as a parent you are 

still in charge. You need to 

know the phone’s password. 

You should regularly 

monitor how they use it. 

And your child needs to 

know that their phone 

privileges could be taken 

away if they don’t follow the 

rules.  

Considering the impact that 

phones are having on the 

learning environment for  

students at school, we are 

reviewing a proposal of 

asking parents to keep their 

child’s phone at home. We 

will let parents know in 

advance if the school’s 

approach on mobile phones 

changes. 



PDHPE FIRST AID COURSE 

On Monday the 8th of 

August, Year 11 

PDHPE students 

completed a first aid 

course delivered by 

‘Licences 4 Work’. 

The course is part of 

the year 11 PDHPE 

program, where 

students are currently 

completing the First 

Aid topic. Students participated in multiple practical activities including the safe use of an EpiPen, use of an asthma puffer, how 

to perform CPR, slings and snake bite bandaging. Students highly enjoyed engaging in this course. They learned valuable 

information and will be awarded with a First Aid certificate for the completion of the course.  

 

ACPE EXCURSION 

On 

Thursday the 21st of July 2022 our Year 11 PDHPE students attended the Australian College of Physical Education (ACPE). This 
excursion proved to be a valuable experience for students in Stage 6 PDHPE. Students had the opportunity to develop a deeper 
understanding of the course content in state of the art facilities provided at ACPE.  The areas covered included components of the 
syllabus dedicated to improving sports performance. This included energy systems, types and principles of training, physiological 
responses to exercise, aerobic, anaerobic, circuit and strength training. Students were given the opportunity to participate in a 
battery of testing which included vertical jump and coordination testing. This was followed by the Wingate bike protocol testing 
and the VO2 max test where students enjoyed challenging a friend. Overall, our students had a wonderful time and were great 
ambassadors for our school. 

Mr F Afiouni, A/Head of PDHPE 
 

YEAR 10 BESTREETSMART EXCURSION 

On the 4th of August, year 10 
students and the PDHPE staff of 
MFIS attended their 
‘BeStreetSmart’ excursion at 
Qudos Bank Arena in Homebush 
where they involved in watching a 
simulation of risky driving that 
resulted in car crashes. Students 
were educated about important it 
is to be road safe and protect 
their lives as well as others. The 
students were also able to visit 
interactive tents where they 
performed first aid on 
mannequins whilst being 
instructed by professionals. They 
also were able to meet workers 
who were first responders such as Paramedics, Police Officers and Rescue squads.—Mrs R Sabouni 



INTER-FAITH ENCOUNTER 

On 26th July, our students visited St Patrick’s Cathedral and Auburn Mosque as part of the 
Inter-Faith Encounter Program with Catholic Mission. The aim of this event was to create 
an interaction between students and enhance their understanding of the main features of 
these faiths and their places of worship. 
  
On 4th August, Delany College visited Malek Fahd Islamic School. This was the fourth event 
our students have been involved in for this program. They engaged in several activities 
including rock art, painting and chest games to help students from both schools develop a 
bond with each other. The aim of this program was to help overcome stereotypes and 
appreciate each other’s identities. Our students really enjoyed both events and are looking 
forward to event 5. 

STUDENT ARTWORK 

Sentral App 

We wish to remind parents 

that the School is using a 

new communication chan-

nel, the Sentral Parent Por-

tal. The objectives of the 

Portal are to provide accu-

rate and timely information 

and to inform parents 

about the day-to-day activi-

ties of the school.  

 

The name of the app is Sen-

tral for Parents and can be 

downloaded from Google 

play store or App Store. To 

activate the app, please se-

lect the Malek Fahd School 

and login with your email 

address and password reg-

istered with the school. 


