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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE

Vision:

Assalaamu Alaykum WRWB. The first few weeks of this year have been unpredictable,
to say the least. Although Covid-19 is still with us, students of Malek Fahd Islamic
School have done extremely well settling back into their learning and co-curricular
routines, as well as enjoying the company of their friends and educators. With the
recent announcement from the NSW government easing COVID-19 restrictions in
school settings, students, staff, and parents will enjoy more freedoms while keeping the
school community safe.

an education that inspires

All students of MFIS receive

One of the main focusses this Term, while we embark on our journey of renewal
(tajdid), is hayaa (modesty). Hayaa embodies modesty, shyness, self-respect,
bashfulness, shame, honour and humility. It helps a believer behave in line with their
fitrah (innate nature) in a manner that is decent, respectable and dignified.
Dr Zachariah Matthews, Principal

them to achieve their full
potential, embrace the
future and make positive
contributions to the
community.
Mission:
The mission of MFIS is to

provide opportunities within
an Islamic environment for
its students to excel
intellectually, physically,
emotionally, socially,
religiously, morally and
vocationally, and become
happy and successful
citizens.
Motto:
Knowledge is Light and
Work is Worship
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Mobile Phones

New Senior Staff

When should children be
given a mobile phone?

We are pleased to notify parents of two cross-campus appointments. The first is Sheikh
Khaled Bouchafaa as our new Director of Faith. He has been a teacher at MFIS and more
recently served as the Head of the Secondary Islamic Department. The second is Ms
Fatme Tahsildar who joins the School as the new Human Resources Manager. She is
suitably qualified and has extensive experience working in the field of human resource
management. We wish them both well in their new roles.

Most kids today want a
phone. But when is the
right time and what should
parents think about before
giving a child one?
It’s not just about your
child’s age or whether
their friends have phones.
“An immature 15-year-old
may not be able to handle
the responsibilities that go
with a phone. That
includes understanding
everything from how
charges can add up to how
access to social media will
affect them. Will they
know how to handle
cyberbullying? Will they
follow the limits you put
on phone use?”

“Putting limits on phone
use is important. It’s
important that a “no
phone” zone be enforced at
family meals and until
homework is done. And
limits on social use of
phones is
key.” (childmind.org)
If you give your child a
phone, as a parent you are
still in charge. You need to
know the phone’s
password. You should
regularly monitor how
they use it. And your child
needs to know that their
phone privileges could be
taken away if they don’t
follow the rules.
Considering the impact
that phones are having on
the learning environment
for students at school, we
are reviewing a proposal of
asking parents to keep
their child’s phone at
home. We will let parents
know in advance if the
school’s approach on
mobile phones changes.

NAPLAN Online
Our students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 will complete their 2022 NAPLAN assessments from
Tuesday the 10th of May until Friday the 20th of May 2022. All assessments will be
completed online, except for the Year 3 Writing task. A timetable specifying the testing
days for each class will be released closer to the date. More information about NAPLAN is
available on: NAPLAN – information for parents and carers

One to One Device
The School plans to launch an exciting new initiative at our Hoxton Park and Beaumont
Hill campuses in Term 2 InshaAllah. After considerable investigation by the School
Executive, a decision has been made to pilot a one-to-one device program at these
campuses in Year 7. This program will see each Year 7 student provided with a highquality laptop, associated software and School network access to help in their learning
through improved technology access.

Sentral App
We wish to remind parents that the School is using a new
communication channel, the Sentral Parent Portal. The
objectives of the Portal are to provide accurate and timely
information and to inform parents about the day-to-day
activities of the school.
The information includes:
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Newsletter communication and general correspondence
Messaging from Admin and Teachers.
Parent-Teacher interview appointments
Secondary student timetable
Student absence notifications
Academic reports
Invoices
Useful resources

The name of the app is Sentral for
Parents and can be downloaded from
Google play store or App Store.
To activate the app, please select the
Malek Fahd School and login with your
email address and password registered
with the school.

Meet the Principal
We would like to invite
parents to meet the
School’s new Principal, Dr
Zachariah Matthews, in
Week 8, InshaAllah.

HSC 2021 Exam Results
At MFIS our goal is to help everyone of our students to achieve their personal best with
a goal of growth. Our focus on helping every student lift their performance to a higher
level is seen in these outstanding results from the class of 2021.

This will be an opportunity
to meet in person and in an
informal setting. Dr
Matthews will introduce
himself as well as outline
the Schools 5-Year
Strategic Vision.
The sessions will be held at
each campus at 2pm in the
school hall on the dates
below:
Greenacre Primary:
Monday 21 March
psadmin@mfis.nsw.edu.au

Hoxton Park:
Tuesday 22 March
admin_hp@mfis.nsw.edu.au

Greenacre Secondary:
Wednesday 23 March
admin@mfis.nsw.edu.au

Beaumont Hills:
Thursday 24 March

Hayaa “Modesty”
MFIS strives to foster an environment guided by principles of hayaa (modesty) which
encompasses aspects of honour, self-respect, and dignity. Hayaa carries the meanings
of decency, modesty, dignified bashfulness and all related feelings that prevent a
person from behaving indecently. Hayaa is a characteristic that drives one to treat
others in a beautiful, kind and respectful manner and prevents one from scandalous
manners. Prophet Muhammad (S) said: “Faith (belief) consists of more than sixty
branches (i.e. parts); and hayaa is a part of faith.” In another hadith the Prophet
(peace be upon him) said: “Verily, modesty and faith come together. If one of the two is
missing, so is the other.”

admin_bh@mfis.nsw.edu.au

If you plan to attend,
please email your
respective campus.

Communication Channel
Malek Fahd Islamic School values engagement with parents and appreciates their
feedback and input. We believe that parents play a significant role in the spiritual,
intellectual, emotional, social, and physical development of their children. The School
aims to foster a safe and supportive environment for its students, staff, parents/
caregivers and community members. One of the School’s strategic goals on
partnerships states: “Building positive family and community partnerships guided by a
commitment to respectful and meaningful engagement.”
From time to time, parents may want to contact the School about various matters. The
most effective first point of contact about your child is their teacher. Thereafter, the
Head of Campus or Deputy Head of Campus may be contacted. Their email addresses
can be obtained from the admin office of your child’s campus.

Finance Committee Vacancies
The Board is now calling for nominations from amongst the school community for
membership of the Board’s Finance Committee. Nominees must be a qualified
accountant. Ideal nominees will have financial planning and/or building development
experience. Female school community members and former MFIS students are
especially encouraged to nominate for the Finance Committee. You may nominate
yourself or another community member using the MFIS Nominations Form.
Nominations close 4pm Friday, 18 March 2022. For more information please contact
the Finance Committee Chair, Mr Fehraz Fallil, ffallil@mfis.nsw.edu.au

COVID Update
The easing of some
restrictions means that
that Rapid Antigen Home
Testing will move to
‘symptomatic testing’ only.
This means, you only need
to complete a RAHT test on
your child/ren if they are
displaying symptoms.

Hoxton Park Stage 3 Opening
The much-anticipated opening of the new Stage 3 buildings at our Hoxton Park campus
took place in the first week of Term 1. The new facilities include spacious learning areas,
seminar rooms, a library and modern science labs. Students will also enjoy a cafeteria-style
canteen and huge outdoor play areas. A big thank you to all involved in achieving this
milestone for the start of the 2022 school year.

From this week, masks are
no longer mandatory in
Secondary schools and
from Monday 7 March,
masks will no longer be
mandatory for staff in
Primary schools.
Wearing of masks continue
to be mandatory on all
public transport for
students aged 12 and over.

School Uniform
Parents are requested to
purchase uniforms from
Midford online via https://
www.midford.com.au/
school-shops-online.
For online purchases:
• Select Malek Fahd

Islamic School
Uniform Shop from the
online School Shops
tab
• Register a new account

- the unique school
pass phrase:
Malek1989 will be
required.
• Add your personal

information, create a
username and
password
Should you require further
information or details,
please feel free to contact
0498 518 916.

Ramadan Feed the Fasting Fundraiser
Alhamdulillah the blessed month of Ramadan will soon be upon us and we ask Allah (SWT)
to grant us the opportunity. Ramadan is a month of blessings, mercy, forgiveness and

worship. It is also a month where we help those in need and increase the love amongst
ourselves. This year we plan to collect money in Week 10 to feed the fasting. The money will
help provide Iftaar (dinner) and Suhoor (breakfast) to poor families around the world.
We ask students, with the help of their parents and relatives, to collect money for this
worthy cause. We urge every student to collect a minimum of $5 and a maximum of any
amount by Friday 8th April. Students must place the money collected in a sealed
envelope with the student’s name, class and amount clearly written on the front. The
envelope must then be given to Admin office on each campus.
The money will then be sent via a local Muslim charity to different countries and food packs
will be provided for the needy families there InshaAllah. The class that collects the most on
each campus will be given a prize.
The Prophet (S) said: “Whoever helps break the fast of a fasting person, he will have the
same reward as him without decreasing anything from the reward of the fasting
person” (Tirmidhi)

