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Vision:
All students of MFIS receive

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE

an education that inspires

Assalaamu Alaykum WRWB.

them to achieve their full

On Wednesday night we held another parent partnership webinar. Sheikh Charles,
Greenacre Secondary Islamic Studies Teacher, spoke about taqwa (God-consciousness)
and how the school nurtures this important character trait; Mrs Fatima Masri,
Counselling Coordinator, addressed mental health challenges faced by children and what
parents can do; and I reflected on Prophetic Parenting. We are extremely fortunate to
have Prophet Muhammad (S), the last and final Messenger, as an excellent example for us
to follow. His parenting model is based on the following key principles: (a) parents, like
shepherds are responsible for their flock and we must try our best to fulfill this important
trust; (b) as the Prophet of Mercy, care and compassion helps to establish a strong parentchild relationship where love for a child is unconditional; (c) nurturing and mentoring is
engaged by maintaining the dignity of the child and their strengths are acknowledged and
enhanced; (d) character development is an important focus prior to teaching and learning.
We repeat the Quranic supplication: “Our Lord, grant us from among our spouses and
offspring comfort to our eyes …” (Q25:74)
Dr Zachariah Matthews

potential, embrace the
future and make positive
contributions to the
community.
Mission:
The mission of MFIS is to
provide opportunities within

an Islamic environment for
its students to excel
intellectually, physically,
emotionally, socially,
religiously, morally and
vocationally, and become
happy and successful

FAREWELL DAVID HAMPER
Last Friday was a sad day for
Malek Fahd Islamic School with
Mr David Hamper, Deputy
Principal Teaching and Learning,
finishing at the school. He left to
pursue another leadership role at
The Hills Grammar School.
Mr Hamper made significant
contributions to teaching and
learning during his time at MFIS.
As a leader, he supported the
growth of his team, mentoring
and empowering them to extend
their capabilities and achieve
their
professional
goals.
Significant programs were also
introduced that directly impacted on the learning of students.
We thank Mr Hamper for his service and wish him well for the future.
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Malek Fahd Islamic School is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.

Parent–Teacher
Meetings
It was wonderful to see so
many parents and carers
coming in to meet with
their child/ren’s teachers
these past few weeks.
Working together as a
partnership is such an
effective way to get the best
learning outcomes for our
students. We hope that you
are once again enjoying the
experience as much as we
are now that face-to-face
meetings on school are
permitted with the Covid
restrictions lifted. Thank
you to our parents and staff
for making the time to
collaborate in the growth
and development of your
child.

COVID STAFFING CHALLENGES
Unfortunately, COVID continues to present significant challenges especially for staffing. On
any given day, up to 30 per cent of teachers may be absent. Combined with an ongoing
teacher shortage in NSW, this has made finding relief or casual teachers very difficult. As a
result, on occasion, some classes have been combined or split to ensure adequate supervision.
Given the pressures on staffing caused by the COVID pandemic, our educators continue to
work tirelessly to support the education of our students. We sincerely thank them for their
efforts. I would also like to thank parents for their understanding during these challenging
times.
Dr Zachariah Matthews, Principal

NAPLAN ONLINE
This year was the first time our students sat NAPLAN through an online medium.
Implementation required significant planning including NAPLAN Practice tests in Term 1,
extensive teacher training sessions and outstanding support by IT staff. The computer-based
assessments with real-time internet connection is a tailored test that adapts to student
responses, presenting students with questions that may be more or less difficult. Results will
be more precise and you will be notified when the reports are being sent home.
Mrs Tulin Bragg, Curriculum Coordinator

Child Protection
Mandatory
Reporting
At Malek Fahd Islamic
School, all staff have a
responsibility to recognise
and respond to safety,
welfare
or
wellbeing
concerns for children and
young people. A Mandatory
Reporter is a person who,
due to the nature of their
employment must report
any concern regarding the
safety, welfare or well-being
of a child. This means that
they must report any issue
that they suspect, on
reasonable grounds, that a
child is at risk of significant
harm to the Head of
Campus or Principal. It is
the responsibility of the
Principal
to
report
suspected risk of significant
harm concerns to the
Department
of
Communities and Justice
(DCJ) Child Protection
Helpline.

“He who does not show mercy (towards his children), no mercy
would be shown to him.” Prophet Muhammad (S)
MFIS CAREERS DAY
MFIS hosted a variety of globally
recognised universities, colleges
and TAFE NSW at our annual
Careers Exhibition. Through this
event, students across Year 11 and
12 from all three campuses were
able to gain an insight into tertiary
education opportunities, entry
requirements and potential career
prospects. The Alumni of MFIS
who are now working in their
respective fields also returned to
mentor and assist our students
with navigating their career
options by providing invaluable
insight into their own careers.
Thank you to Ms Khalaf, Careers
Advisor, and staff who assisted in
the organisation of this successful
event.

ADAB (MANNERS)

Qurban Fundraiser
Adab (manners) refers to Islamic
etiquette — a concept which is
undervalued in modern times. It is the
manner of conduct that Prophet
Muhammad (S) used while interacting
with the world around him. It is the
way he treated his companions, his
wives, his enemies, and all living
things. Adab is knowledge bestowed
upon our Prophet (S) by Allah (SWT)
so that he could teach all of humanity.

The virtues of good manners are farreaching, as is demonstrated in various
hadiths, which points to good
character that is pleasing to God and
His Messenger. Prophet Muhammad (S) reminded us that: “The most beloved of
Allah’s (SWT) servants to Him are those with the best manners.” (Al-Bukhari).
In a hadith in Al-Bukhari’s Book of Manners, Abu Darda’ reported that Prophet
Muhammad (S) said: “Nothing is weightier on the Scale of Deeds than one’s good
manners.” (Al-Bukhari).
Scales and weight play a recurring role when it comes to good deeds in Islam. Good
manners therefore are an important aspect in building the character of a true Muslim.
Prophet Muhammad (S) was very well-mannered in his speech and behaviour.
Abdullah ibn Amr said: “The Prophet of Allah (SWT) was never obscene or coarse.
Rather, he used to tell us that the best among us were those with the best manners.” (Al
-Bukhari, Muslim & At-Tirmidhi).
Even when engaging with youth people, Prophet Muhammad (S) was very respectful.
He never spoke down to the youngsters around him, even if they asked a lot of
questions or made mistakes, like many youngsters often do. Instead, he would treat
them with dignity, appreciate their hard work and ideas and gently advise if he felt
advice was needed. Anas ibn Malik related: “I served the Prophet of Allah (SWT) for
ten years. During that time, he never once said to me as much as ‘Oof’ if I did
something wrong.”
Sheikh Fawaz Kamaz, School Chaplain

ANTI-SLIP TILES & NOSE STRIPS
In response to
the heavy rains
we experienced
in Term 1, we
have enhanced
safety for our
students
and
staff
at
the
Greenacre campus by installing
additional antislip tiles and
stair
nosing.
Particular focus
was given to
student
toilet
entry points.

Alhamdulillah the blessed month
of Dhu-al-Hijjah will be upon us
soon. The month of hajj
(pilgrimage) brings with it the
festival of sacrifice (Qurban or
Udhiya).
Eid ul-Adha is the celebration
where Muslims everywhere remember the ultimate sacrifice
that Prophet Ibrahim (AS) was
prepared to make.
The celebration of Eid-ulAdha commemorates Prophet
Ibrahim’s devotion to Allah
(SWT) and his readiness to sacrifice his son, Ismail. At the very
moment of submission, Allah
(SWT) substituted a ram. This
command from Allah (SWT) was
a test of Prophet Ibrahim’s willingness and commitment to obey
his Lord’s command, without
question. Therefore, Eid-ul-Adha
means the festival of sacrifice.
The School will hold a Qurban
Fundraiser in week 10 of this
term for the distribution of
Qurban meat for the needy overseas. Students are requested to
collect money for this worthy
cause. We urge every student to
collect as much as they can by
Friday 1st July. Students must
place the money collected in a
sealed envelope with the student’s name, class and amount
clearly written on the front and
hand it in at the Admin office on
campus.
The Companions asked, “O Messenger of Allah! What is Udhiya?”
He replied, ‘It is the Sunnah of
your father Ibrahim (peace be
upon him).’ They asked again,
‘What benefit do we get from it?’
He answered, ‘A reward for every
hair (of the sacrificed animal).’
‘And [what reward is there for
animals with] wool, O Messenger
of Allah?’ they asked. ‘A reward’,
he said, ‘for every fiber of the
wool.’”

Australian Islamic
School Conference
Malek Fahd Islamic School
is delighted to announce
that we will be hosting
Centre for Islamic Thought
and Education’s (CITE) 5th
Annual Australian Islamic
School Conference on
Saturday 6 August from
8:30am - 5pm inshaAllah.
Further details about the
conference can be accessed
by visiting the University of
South Australian CITE
website on https://
www.unisa.edu.au/
research/centre-for-islamic
-thought-and-education/
news-events/

MENTAL HEALTH FIRST AID TRAINING FOR STAFF
Staff including stage coordinators,
wellbeing coordinators, year advisers
and school counsellors participated
in a two-day mental health first aid
training course as part of the
professional
development
of
wellbeing staff. The training course
ran over two days and provided staff
with the knowledge and skills to
support the mental health of our
students. A special thanks to Ziyad
Serhan, from educAID, the course
coordinator for delivering such an
engaging and informative training

course for our staff. The feedback has
been very positive as staff look forward to
using their newly acquired knowledge
and skills to better support our students.
The next phase of the training will
involve training our Year 10 students
with mental health first aid training skills
so that they too can support students
with their mental health.

School Uniform
Parents are requested to
purchase uniforms from
Midford online via https://
www.midford.com.au/
school-shops-online.
For online purchases:
• Select Malek Fahd
Islamic School Uniform
Shop from the online
School Shops tab
• Register a new account the unique school pass
phrase: Malek1989 will
be required.
• Add your personal
information, create a
username and password
For further information
please call 0498 518 916.

Ms Houda Kbbar, Head of Wellbeing

COVID GUIDELINES FOR CLOSE CONTACTS
Last month NSW Health announced changes to isolation rules for close contacts which mean
that students and staff identified as close contacts and showing no symptoms can return to
school with certain requirements. Close contacts attending school will need to adhere to the
following in addition to the NSW Health guidelines:
•

They must notify the school if they are intending to return under this provision.

•

They should conduct a daily rapid antigen test (RAT) and return a negative result each
morning before attending school for 5 school days.

•

Primary school students are recommended to wear a mask indoors (except when eating or
exercising).

•

Any visitor to a school site who is a close contact is required to advise the school that they
are a close contact before they come on site. These visitors should conduct a daily RAT and
return a negative result before attending. They must also wear a mask indoors at all times.

School Fees
The school would like to
thank all parents and carers
who have paid Term 2,
2022 fees on time as
required. For families who
have balances outstanding
from last Term, we ask that
these fees be paid in full
immediately to bring your
accounts up-to-date.
Unpaid fees may be handed
to debt collectors for
recovery.
Mr Aiyaz Ali
Business Manager

Rapid Antigen Home Tests were distributed to all students and staff last week for close contact
testing and if Covid symptoms arise. Parents are reminded to register their child’s Covid
positive result on Service NSW, isolate for 7 days and inform the school.
Parents should inform their school campus by emailing their child’s full name, class and child’s
positive covid result to:
•
Greenacre Students — covidstudentga@mfis.nsw.edu.au
•
Hoxton Park Students — covidstudenthp@mfis.nsw.edu.au
•
Beaumont Hills Students — covidstudentbh@mfis.nsw.edu.au
Mr Stephen Lord, Deputy Principal Operations

