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Vision:

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
Alhamdulillah we are in the second half of Term 3 progressing steadily on our journey of
tajdid (renewal) in Islamic Education. As part of this journey, we launched our new
Behaviour Education Policy this term—an approach aimed at the development and
refinement of moral character (akhlaq) and conduct. It is an approach focused on the
relational aspects of schooling based on dignity, respect and care. The approach is growthoriented and seeks to develop self-regulation and trust. It engages reflection with students
to support their transformation and aspiration towards distinct conduct in line with the
Prophetic model. At MFIS we hold firm to asset-based views of learners – applying the
principle of husna-dhan (holding a positive view and high opinion of learners and their
families) as the basis of relationships and engagement. We are now in the challenging phase
of laying the foundation to this pioneering program. May Allah (SWT) grant it success.
Dr Zachariah Matthews

2022 CONVOCATION - GRADUATE CERTIFICATE IN
EDUCATION (ISLAMIC EDUCATION)
The School’s strong partnership with the
University of South Australia continues with
three more teachers graduating online at the
2022 Convocation - Graduate Certificate in
Education (Islamic Education), held on 16th
August 2022.

Joining our first graduate, Ms Houda Kbbar
(Head of Wellbeing) is Ms Mehar Khan (Head
of Campus, Beaumont Hills), Mr Billal
Khoder (Head of Wellbeing) and Mr Ahmed
Khalil (Arabic/Islamic Studies teacher). They
are commended for their dedication to the
profession, all while balancing full-time work,
family, and the challenges of the pandemic
over the last two years. Islamic pedagogy is
transforming our School with renewed
thinking and implementation of educational
values and perspectives rooted in the Islamic tradition.
Ms Tulin Bragg, Deputy Principal Teaching & Learning, attended the ceremony to convey
the School’s delight at their achievements and to wish them well on their journey in Islamic
Education.

All students of MFIS receive
an education that inspires
them to achieve their full
potential, embrace the
future and make positive
contributions to the
community.
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Malek Fahd Islamic School is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.

Child Safe Standards

Australian Islamic Schooling Conference

The Child Safe Standards
recommended by the Royal
Commission provide a
framework for making
organisations safer for
children. They have been
accepted by the NSW
government. Based on
extensive research and
consultation, the Standards
provide tangible guidance for
organisations to create
cultures, adopt strategies and
act to put the interests of
children first, to keep them
safe from harm.

On Saturday 6th August 2022, Malek
Fahd Islamic School hosted the 5th Australian Islamic Schooling Conference:
Showcasing Islamic School Renewal in
Practice. The conference was organised
and run by the Centre for Islamic
Thought and Education (CITE) from the
University of South Australia, under the
leadership of Professor Mohamad
Abdalla AM. The Conference was attended by 211 participants from seventeen
different schools and non-school organisations across Australia and New Zealand.

Child Safe Standard 1:
Child safety is embedded in
organisational leadership,
governance and culture.
Malek Fahd Islamic School is
a child safe organisation
committed to child safety.
Our leadership plays a vital
role in creating and
maintaining a culture where
children’s rights and safety
are prioritised. They ensure
all staff understand that
keeping children safe is the
responsibility of everyone.
This message is conveyed
openly.

Hosting such an important national forum bringing educators together to share
best practice that supports colleagues and
students, put Malek Fahd Islamic School
in good stead amongst fellow educators.
It was also an opportunity for our senior
students to volunteer and demonstrate their service skills. During the day, conference participants had the opportunity to choose among various sessions to discuss topics and develop
their own knowledge and understanding of educating Muslim students in Islamic schools.
The presentations led by our staff were of an exceptionally high caliber and provided an impressive insight into the quality of the educational experience delivered to students at Malek
Fahd Islamic School. Participants at the conference praised the commitment and knowledge
that was shared by our staff and applauded the courage of Malek Fahd Islamic School initiatives towards the renewal of Islamic schooling.
Topics presented by our educators included:
• Teaching & Learning Framework: Pedagogies

of Engagement – Hibba Mourad

• Practical faith-based responses to behaviour –

Billal Khoder

• Integrating Wellbeing within Curriculum –

Rania Charmand

Online Webinar—
Parent Partnership
Program
The third Webinar for
parents across all campuses
hosted by the Principal and
Senior Executive will be held
on Wednesday, 31st August,
commencing at 6.30pm
inshaAllah. The webinar is an
important part of our Parent
Partnership Program.
A letter outlining the
program has been emailed to
parents. To join please click
on HTTPS://
BIT.LY/3PYNPFJ

• Renewal of my experience as a science educa-

tor – Thamina Kassar

• The integration of Islamic values and perspec-

tives: A focus on the work of Islamic achievements – Houda Kbbar
• Islamic Values in the Science Classroom – Sa-

mara Jalloul

• Renewal of my practice as an Islamic Studies

educator – Jinane Ghamraoui

• Implementing Islamic principles in Mathe-

matics – Doha Adra

• Renewal of my practice as an experienced pri-

mary school teacher – Diane Sofios

• Renewal of my practice in the English Class-

room – Fatima Jalloul

Ms Pinad El-Ahmad
Assistant Director of Innovation

IHSAN

The Islamic
Calendar:
Migration from
Mecca to Medina

MFIS strives to foster an environment
wherein Ihsan (Excellence) is pursued.
Our ultimate goal should be to practice
much more than just the basics. Rather, we should aspire for excellence.
As the Prophet (SAW) said: “ask for the
highest— to seek the highest and the

loftiest station in Paradise (Firdaws).”
Allah says in the Quran: “When you are
greeted with a greeting, greet in return
with what is better than it, or (at least) return it equally”. (Annissa 86) The Prophet (SAW)
taught Mu’ādh ibn Jabal RA to say this supplication, “O Allah, help me to remember You,
to give thanks to You, and to worship You in the best manner.” (Abu Dawud) Ihsan means
excellence, perfection, beauty, sincerity, good character and striving for good.
Sheikh Khaled Bouchafaa, Director of Faith

CURRICULUM UPDATE
MFIS 2021 alumni returned as tutors for current Year 12 students this term, who had the
opportunity to explore core academic areas with recent graduates in small groups at a time
during their release periods. The alumni mentorship program was initiated to consolidate
content covered, particularly during the remote learning period.
Year 12 students commenced the HSC Trial Examination period on Monday 15 August
with English Paper 1, running until 29 August. Normal classes will resume on Tuesday 30
August. Masterclasses are scheduled for Year 12 students during their final fortnight at
school, involving specialist teachers, many of whom are experienced HSC markers. These
sessions will highlight syllabus content where students need to improve understanding
and competence in the application of their skills. Year 10 students are in the process of
selecting their pattern of study for the preliminary courses next year. Year 8 students are
also selecting electives from a range of 7 courses for their pattern of study in 2023. In Primary, COVID tutors continue to work successfully with groups of Year 2 students, who are
showing significant growth and are on track to meet Stage 1 outcomes by the end of the
year inshaAllah.
Ms Tulin Bragg, Deputy Principal Teaching and Learning

MIRIAM SILVA AWARDED AM
A huge congratulations to Ms Miriam Silva AM on being awarded a Member of the Order of Australia (AM), for significant service to the multicultural community of South Australia, and to
women. Miriam was appointed Chair of the Board of Malek Fahd
Islamic School in 2016, then Deputy Chair in 2017 and continues
to serve as a Board Director. With her excellent governance and
leadership skills and experience, Miriam helped successfully
steer the School through some challenging times. Miriam has
more than 20 years’ experience managing large and geographically diverse teams across multiple industries including pharmaceuticals, banking and agriculture. Miriam has exceptional
leadership and communication skills, strategic and operational skills and deep experience
with change management. Miriam volunteers with several organisations including Peter
MacCallum Cancer Centre and is Multicultural Patron for SA Police Training Academy.
Miriam was officially recognised last month in this year's Queen's Birthday Honours for
her outstanding service. We thank Ms Silva for her efforts and her continuous support and
service to our School. A well-deserved honour!

After the death of Prophet
Muhammad’s SAW wife
Khadija, may Allah SWT
bless her, and the death of
his uncle Abu Talib who
supported him against the
chiefs of Mecca, the
pressure on the Prophet
and his companions grew.
Especially on those
Muslims who did not have
strong tribes or family to
support them. New
Muslims from Medina
encouraged the Prophet
to migrate to Medina for
improved safety and
security.
The Prophet waited to get
permission from Allah
SWT to migrate. When
the chiefs of Mecca
planned to kill the
Prophet, Allah SWT
informed him and told
him to migrate—he did so
with his close companion
Abu Bakr As-Sadeeq.
When the Prophet SAW
arrived in Medina the
Muslims were waiting for
him and celebrated his
arrival. Soon after the
Prophet SAW arrived in
Medina and settled, he
changed the name from
Yathrib to Medina and
built Al-Masjid anNabawi. The second
Khalifa Umar RA decided
to start the Islamic
calendar according to this
event—the Hijrah
(migration) - 1444 years
ago.

Sheikh Fawaz Kamaz
School Chaplain

Qurban Fundraiser
Update
We thank all our students
and parents who generously
donated towards the
Qurban Fundraiser. A total
of $13,200 was raised and
via Human Appeal
Australia went towards
Qurban meat packs for
refugees in Bangladesh.

Parent Info Session
Parents are cordially invited
to our online RUOK? Day
Parent Information
Session:
•

Thursday 8th of
Sept, 7pm – 8pm

•

Abeda Iqbal, family and
couples therapist,
founder of Higher Self
Therapy and
Consultancy, she has
worked with key
counselling
organisations.

•

On the day click on the
following link:
HTTPS://
BIT.LY/3DC0XY2

Year 12 Graduation
Dinner and
Presentation
Our Year 12 parents are
welcome to join us at the
Graduation Dinner and
Presentation Ceremony to
farewell this year’s
graduating cohort.
The Graduation Dinner will
be held on Wednesday,
21st September. A
detailed note with ticketing
and RSVP information has
been sent to all Year 12
parents.
A formal Presentation
Ceremony for all three
campuses will be held on
Thursday, 22nd
September at the
Greenacre Secondary
Campus inshaAllah. Details
will be available soon.

RUOK? WEEK
Thursday 8th September 2022, is the
National RUOK? Day. This day encourages everyone to reach out and
meaningfully connect with others. At
MFIS, RUOK? Week is celebrated
across campuses during Week 8.
We have planned a range of fun, engaging and educational activities for
students including Yummy Yellow
Fundraiser at Greenacre Secondary
and Primary and yellow item mufti days to raise money for the Australian Muslim mental
health phone helpline, Hayat Line.
We kindly request parent and student donations of any yellow or RUOK? Day themed foods or
desserts! Conversation corners will be set up on selected days across the campuses where students can drop in, learn the RUOK? steps, chill out or chat with a Counsellor. There will be educational presentations from EducAID Au, Body Kind and RUOK? Day Ambassador, Mostapha
Karouche and special RUOK? Week Khutbahs and Homeroom Bulletins. We would like to cordially invite all parents to our online RUOK? Day parent information evening session on Thursday 8th of Sept, 7pm – 8pm with Family Therapist, Abeda Iqbal, who will discuss the topic of
parenting and effective communication. Please feel free to send through any questions or any
queries to counsellinggp@mfis.nsw.edu.au.
Ms Fatima Masri, Counselling Coordinator

STUDENT LOCKERS
We are pleased to announce the installation of over 600 brand
new student lockers at Greenacre Secondary campus. The new
lockers have improved the appearance of the walkways around
the campus.
Aiyaz Ali, Business Manager

Abdullah ibn
Mas’ud reported:
The Messenger of
Allah, peace and
blessings be upon
him, said:
“Most of the sins
of the children
of Adam are on
their tongues.”
Ibn Mas’ud said,
“O tongue! Speak
goodness and be
rewarded, or
remain silent and
be safe, lest you
become regretful.”
Source: al-Mu’jam
al-Kabīr

