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Vision:

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE

All students of MFIS receive
an education that inspires
them to achieve their full
potential, embrace the
future and make positive
contributions to the
community.

At the completion of Term 3, we farewell our Year 12 students as
they come to the end of their schooling journey at Malek Fahd
Islamic School—with one final task remaining, the HSC exams. It
has been an honour and a privilege for me to share the last year
with them. In the words of Malcolm X, “Education is the passport
to the future, for tomorrow belongs to those who prepare for it
today."
On Wednesday night at the Graduation Dinner, in their honour I
dedicated this duaa (supplication), asking Allah (swt) to bestow
His Grace upon them. May the guidance of Quran be your light on the road ahead. May the
excellent example of the Prophet (s) be your inspiration to live righteously and honourably.
May the care of family be your support during triumph and tribulation. May trusted
companionship enrich your journey with joy and happiness. May the values and teachings
gained at school be the ink with which you write your life story and ultimate legacy. And
may the love and mercy of Allah (swt) be with you always as you pursue success in this life
and the next. Ameen.
We wish them well in their upcoming HSC exams as they strive to improve their personal
best. May Allah (swt) bless their futures.
Dr Zachariah Matthews, Principal

MESSAGE FROM SCHOOL CHAPLAIN
As we approach the end of Term 3, it makes me wonder where all
the time has gone. It feels like only a couple of weeks ago that we
were preparing for the start of a new school year. This is yet
another reminder of how precious our time is. Ibn Abbas reported:
The Messenger of Allah (S) said, “Take advantage of five before
five: Your youth before your old age, your health before your
illness, your riches before your poverty, your free time before your
business, and your life before your death.” This should encourage
us all to do good as much as possible, after all, tomorrow is never
guaranteed, and we could be standing in front of Allah sooner than expected.
I would like to acknowledge the hard work our Year 12 students have put in throughout the
year as they prepare for the HSC exams. My advice to you all, is to be proud of your faith and
set a good example to others as you will now become ambassadors of the religion.
Respecting others and displaying good manners play a big part in our religion. The Prophet
(S) is our role model, a standard which we should all aspire to. I pray that all your hard work
pays off and inshaAllah you can pursue the field of your choosing.
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Sheikh Fawaz Kamaz
Malek Fahd Islamic School is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people.

Child Safe Standards

YEAR 12 GRADUATION DINNER

The Child Safe Standards
recommended by the Royal
Commission provide a
framework for making
organisations safer for
children. They have been
accepted by the NSW
government. Based on
extensive research and
consultation, the Standards
provide tangible guidance for
organisations to create
cultures, adopt strategies and
act to put the interests of
children first, to keep them
safe from harm.

Our MFIS Year 12 cohort of 2022 enjoyed a special evening consisting of the presentation of
academic and special awards and graduation certificates on Wednesday, 21 st September at the
Imperial Paradiso, Fairfield. The night was a wonderful success of celebration, community,
formal gowns and attire. We were extremely proud of the 165 graduating students.

Child Safe Standard 2:
Children participate in
decisions affecting them and
are taken seriously.
Children at Malek Fahd
Islamic School are always
encouraged and supported to
regularly contribute to
decisions that affect them.
The School has conducted a
number of surveys seeking
input and feedback from
students.

Best Islam
Jabir ibn Samurah reported:
The Messenger of Allah,
peace and blessings be upon
him, said, “Verily, obscenity
and vulgarity are not part of
Islam. Verily, the best people
in Islam are those with the
best character.” (Musnad
Ahmad)
Abu Huraira reported: The
Messenger of Allah, peace
and blessings be upon him,
said, “The best of you in
Islam are those with the best
character, if they have
religious
understanding.” (Musnad
Ahmad)

Through exceptional personal growth they have become confident young adults. On behalf of
our wonderful Malek Fahd School community, best wishes for the future and congratulations
on graduating.
Special awards of thanks were presented to our local community partners. Guests present
were The Chairman of the Board, Mr Fayez Moussa, The Grand Mufti, Dr Ibrahim Abu Mohamad, representatives from Human Appeal, Bayt Al Zakat, The Thinking Cap, Masnad Clinic, The Back Specialist, Tender Loving Care and MFIS Executives, Students, Parents and Year
12 Teachers who had the opportunity to acknowledge the achievements of our graduating
Year 12 class of 2022.
Mr Stephen Lord, Deputy Principal Operations

CURRICULUM UPDATE
This week we farewell our Year 12
students
as
we
move to the school
holidays and the
students focus attention on preparing for the HSC examinations. I would
like to personally
congratulate all of
Year 12 for completing their trial examinations, the final assessment task followed by
Masterclasses trialed this year. As we move into the school break there will be no relaxation for our Year 12 students who will be ramping up their preparation for their upcoming HSC exams. The HSC reports how they are achieving when compared with a
set of standards and encourage your child to concentrate on mastering the standards
rather than competing with others. Year 12 students are encouraged to connect with
their teachers through Teams if they have any questions. The HSC examinations begin
on Wednesday 12th October, 2022. .
Good organisational skills will develop confidence when preparing for the HSC. Plenty
of sleep, healthy food, rest and recreation are essential in the period immediately before exams. Students need a balance between study, work, socialisation and sport.
There are people who can help at school including Year Advisers, Careers Adviser,
Wellbeing Coorindators, School Counsellors and subject teachers who will provide help
when needed.
Year 11 have just completed their end of preliminary course exams. These results will
be important when considering the HSC pattern of study. Reports will be sent electronically by the first week of Term 4. Year 11 students have also completed the first of three
Minimum Standard tests.
Year 10 students have selected 12 Preliminary units from a range of 19 courses for their
pattern of study in 2023. Year 8 students have also selected two electives from a range
of 7 courses for their pattern of study in 2023.
The School has purchased 10 new iPads for the Learning Support Department to further support the additional needs of students. These iPads will be used for both Assistive Technology and instructional technology, particularly for dyslexic learners, autistic
learners, visually impaired learners and for learners with writing difficulties. The team
are very excited for the new learning opportunities that the iPads will bring to LS.
The curriculum reform has started with new K-2 English and Mathematics syllabus,
with the remaining Years 3-10 English, Mathematics and remaining Key Learning Areas to follow. Staff have been undergoing professional development in the form of workshops, conferences and online training to familiarise themselves and plan, program
and deliver the new curriculum, meeting the NSW mandated syllabus outcomes. Staff
are also engaging in professional development through the School’s Niyyah Project in
Islamic Pedagogy and how that will look like in the classroom; specifically, student engagement and contextualised learning.
Our educators are working hard on our new programs to enhance the power of the
learning experience for our students and reform the learning environment to one that
stretches their thinking, elicits curiosity, and helps them reflect more skillfully on questions that are already important to them and the context and world they live in today,
making their learning experiences real and relevant.
Ms Tulin Bragg, Deputy Principal Teaching & Learning

Effective Study Guide
for Holidays
Whilst it’s important to take a
break, the school holidays are
also a vital time (especially for
HSC students) to catch up, revise and even get ahead in your
school work! Tips to help you
make the most out of your holiday study!
1. Set REALISTIC goals
It’s important to set realistic
goals of what you need to get
done by the end of the holidays.
Plan out what work needs to be
done by the end of each week,
and make a list of what needs to
get done each day. By breaking
your goals down, they seem
more achievable and they’re
more likely to get done.
2. Study in the morning
Studying first thing in the
morning, leaves the rest of the
day free to do whatever you like!
In the morning, your focus is
likely to be better than after a
full day of doing stuff, and your
brain is also refreshed and alert
after a good night’s sleep. But
it’s ok if studying in the morning doesn’t work for you – just
make sure you pick a ‘study
time’ and stick to it!
3. Work in 2-3 hour blocks
Short bursts of studying are
much more effective than long
study sessions. We recommend
working in 2-3 hour blocks that
are strictly dedicated to study. It
may be helpful to leave your
phone in a different room to
lessen any distractions.
4. Take time to relax and
recharge
Last but not least, set aside time
to RELAX! The holidays are
called HOLIDAYS for a reason.
Enjoy your break and try to
achieve a balanced approach to
studying and some down time.
Once you’ve finished your allocated study for the day, go hang
out with friends, do some exercise, and do what makes you
happy!

Term 4 Pupil Free
Afternoons
Please be advised that the
final pupil free afternoon
sessions in Term 4 has been
rescheduled to Week 4
commencing on Monday,
31st October.
Below are the rescheduled
dates:
Greenacre Primary
Monday, 31st October
Hoxton Park
Tuesday, 1st November
Greenacre Secondary
Wednesday, 2nd November
Beaumont Hills
Thursday, 3rd November

BRAND REFRESH JOURNEY—LOGO SURVEY
Last year Malek Fahd Islamic School embarked on a journey from recovery to renewal and
engaged the creative agency S1T2 to help rebrand the school. The Brand Refresh project
began with a discovery sprint, which involved S1T2 meeting, and holding focus groups with
the relevant stakeholders.
The initial findings of the Phase 1 Discovery Sprint were presented to all stakeholders involved in an online presentation on Wednesday 30 March. Following the presentation,
stakeholders were asked to complete a short survey and make suggestions on the Brand Story, the proposed school motto, and the directions for the school’s visual identity, for example, uniform, signage, typography, and colours.
This term, there was a further opportunity for stakeholders to get involved and to provide
feedback on the creative art direction of the school brand. The school asked our stakeholders to watch an online presentation and answer a short survey about the proposed school
logo concept and designs shown below. The response from our school community was
amazing, and as we have more proposals around things such as uniforms and a new school
website, there will be further opportunities for stakeholders to participate in providing their
feedback on the Brand Refresh of the school.
Ms Pinad El-Ahmad, Assistant Director of Innovation
Knowledge is light

Journey of a Muslim

Unified in Faith

School Uniform New
Location
The Uniform Shop based at
Greenacre Campus will
permanently close on Friday,
23rd September at 4.00 pm.
Midford Uniform Shop is
moving offsite from the
beginning of next term. The
new shop will be open from
the 10th of October, located at
1608-1612 Canterbury Rd,
Punchbowl (to the left of the
Officeworks building). The
new Punchbowl store is a
modern take on department
style shopping, and will
service multiple schools
within the one location.
Parents are able to purchase
uniforms online from Midford
via https://
www.midford.com.au/schoolshops-online. To register a
new account - the unique
school pass phrase is
Malek1989. For further
information please call 0498
518 916 or email
malek.fahd@midford.com.au.

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
Islam places great emphasis on the institution of the family. Marriage is considered a
blessed bond and is described in the Quran as a sign from Allah (SWT), that is to be interwoven with love, trust, kindness, and compassion. In Islam, spouses are meant to be companions to each other, supporting, nurturing and protecting each other, like a garment.
The Prophet (S) was the walking definition of the Quran, and it is well known that the
Prophet (S) never harmed or abused his wives or children. He said, “…the best of you are
those who are best to their women” (Tirmidhi) and there are numerous hadith where the
Prophet (S) strongly admonished Domestic Violence (DV) and actively sought to protect
women from violent relationships. DV or family violence is an pattern of behaviour, aimed
at controlling a partner (and possibly family members) through fear, violence, threats, coercion, or abuse (including physical, emotional/psychological, and sexual abuse, financial
deprivation and social and cultural isolation).
Neuroscientists have found that the early years of a child’s life are crucially important for
brain development and well-being and that repeated exposure to DV can greatly impact on
brain development, behaviour, schooling, cognition and learning, mental and physical wellbeing, and can result in significant difficulties later in life. The Islamic maxim of “there
should be neither harming (darar) nor reciprocating harm (dirar) (Hadith an-Nawawi)
means that one must try to not allow harm for oneself nor bring harm to others. We pray
that Allah (SWT) protects our families, makes them the coolness of our eyes, and helps us
to make them places for peace, love, care and compassion.
Ms Fatima Masri, Counselling Coordinator

PARENT WEBINAR
We would like to thank our parents for joining our regular Principal’s all-school webinar
every term as part of our parent partnership program. This term the webinar was on Ihsan, Curriculum Reform, and the Respect Framework.
1. Ihsan (Excellence in doing everything) presented by Sheikh Khaled Bouchafaa our
Director of Faith. MFIS has embarked on a journey that strives to foster an environment
where Ihsan (Excellence) is pursued. Our ultimate goal should be to practice beyond
more than the basics. Rather, we should aspire for excellence. As the Prophet (S) advised
to ask for the highest and loftiest station in Paradise (Firdaws). Ihsan means excellence,
perfection, beauty, sincerity, good character and striving for good.
2. Ms Tulin Bragg, our Deputy Principal Teaching & Learning, presented on the Curriculum Reform which is undergoing—a period of sustained change from a focus on traditional skills to a focus on 21st century skills and more adaptable behaviour. The new curriculum priorities are to build strong foundations for future learning and strengthen post
school pathways. This is a perfect opportunity to create new programs through a theoretical lens guided by Islamic pedagogy. Our School partnership with the Centre of Islamic
Thought and Education (CITE) is supporting staff through professional development to
implement these changes.
3.Dr Zachariah Matthews our Principal presented on the Respect Framework that is being implemented at school from Term 3 this year. It is based on moral character. The
development and refinement of students akhlaq, defined as the practice and virtue, morality and refined behaviour is a key focus of the Prophetic Model and forms an essential
component of tarbiyah (nurturing) in Islam. As part of our Behaviour Education Policy,
the School has selected the RESPECT framework where the staff, students and executives behave with respect towards each other where behaviour is taught to students and
modelled by parents, teachers, and students.

These webinars provide good opportunities for the School to inform parents about programs at the School to help you reinforce and support your child better. The Parent
webinars are recorded and available to parents to view on the e-School website. Please
click on the link below to view the recording on parent portal https://bit.ly/3BPSjpk
Mr Aiyub Ahmed, Deputy Principal Wellbeing & Community

Commencement of
Term 4
Term 3 holidays will commence
on Monday, 26th September
and end on Monday, 10th
October 2022.
Students will return to
commence their schooling for
Term 4 on Tuesday, 11th
October. Please note, Monday
10th October is Staff
Development Day.

2023 School Term
Dates for Students
Term 1—Tuesday, 31st January
to Thursday, 6th April
Term 2—Wednesday, 26th
April to Friday, 30th June
Term 3—Tuesday 18th July to
Friday 22nd September
Term 4—Tuesday, 10th
October to Thursday, 7th
December

School Fees
The school would like to thank
all parents and carers who have
paid Term 3 fees on time. For
families who have balances
outstanding, we ask that these
fees be paid in full immediately
to bring your accounts up-todate. Unpaid fees may be
handed to debt collectors for
recovery. Term 4, 2022 fees will
be billed during the coming
school holidays and payments
should be made within 14 days
to take advantage of the sibling
discounts.

Abdullah ibn Amr reported: A man asked, “O Messenger of Allah,
whose Islam is best?” The Prophet, peace and blessings be upon him, said,
“Those from whose tongue and hand people are safe.” (Musnad Ahmad)

It is much more convenient for
our parents to use BPAY
payment using the biller code
210294 and the CRN as shown
on your account statement or
credit card payment. Please call
the office between 8.30am to
3.30pm Monday to Friday.
Mr Aiyaz Ali, Business Manager

