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Stages of Learning



SYLLABUS
STAGE 4 STAGE 5 STAGE 6

Depth Depth Depth

Content Content Content



Subjects
•English (streamed) 
•Mathematics (streamed)
•Science (streamed)
•Arabic (streamed)
•HSIE (History and Geography)
•Music/Visual Arts
•PDHPE/Sports
•Technology Mandatory
• Islamic Studies/Quran



Sample Timetable Week A
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Period 1 Visual Arts Mathematics Mathematics Technology Mathematics

Period 2 Mathematics History Science Science English

Period 3 Arabic English English Arabic Geography

Period 4 English PDHPE Islamic Studies Mathematics Arabic

Period 5 Quran Geography History PDHPE Science

Period 6 Science Technology English PDHPE Music



Individual Timetables
• Students have received a copy of their timetable on their first day. 
• It is important students carry a copy of their timetable with them at 

all times. 
• Students are also able to view their timetable on the Student Portal. 

There is a Week A and Week B timetable which rotates weekly 
throughout the year. 

• Students have six lessons (periods) per day. Recess is after period 2 
and lasts for twenty minutes. Lunch is after period 4 and lasts for 25 
minutes. Prayer is after lunch and lasts for 20 minutes .



Textbooks/bookwork
•All textbooks are purchased online 
through fivesenseseducation.com.au 

•Homework must be completed daily.
•Independent revision every day will 
develop good study habits and 
consolidate knowledge.



Homework
It is expected students will receive regular homework. This should be 
entered in the student’s diary. 
There are a range of tasks which could be completed for homework. 
These include: 
• Assignments 
• Catching up on missed work due to absences 
• Homework questions and tasks 
• Revising work for class test 
• Completing unfinished class work 
• Pasting in worksheets 
As a guide, if you are unsure whether your child has homework, check 
their exercise books for unfinished worksheets. At the very least, 
students should be keeping worksheets glued neatly in their books and 
ensuring they are completed.



Diary
• It is important students carry a diary each day as it is an essential part 

of learning the organisational skills necessary to succeed in high 
school. 

• Using the calendar or reminder apps on their phones or laptops does 
not work well for Stage 4 students.



Assessment Policy & Procedures
• Policy details are included in the Stage 4 Handbook for 

Students and Parents found online.
• Students absent from a task must follow the procedures to 

avoid penalties.
• Family holidays during the school term is not considered a 

valid reason for non-completion or non-submission of 
assessment tasks

• Events that can be rescheduled are not a valid reason for 
non-completion or non-submission of an assessment task 
(e.g. dental appointments or going to the airport)



Assessments and Examinations
• Assessments comprise of a range of tasks.
• Most subjects will be timetabled during the Half-Yearly 

Exam block during mid Term 2.
• All subjects will be timetabled in the Yearly Exam block 

in mid Term 4.
• For Mathematics, the Year 8 Yearly Examination result is 

an important indicator of the stage studied in Year 9.



Assessment 
Policies and 
Procedures 

Visit the school website to read the
2022 Stage 4 Assessment Handbook 
for details.



Assessment Schedule
•This is a  great planning tool to support student 
achievement.

•Provides organisational details of the assessment 
program for each course, giving the number and 
types of assessment tasks, components and 
weightings, and scheduling of the tasks.

•While students can be given copies, this is a 
working document and subject to change.









Assessment Notifications
• An Assessment Notification is distributed at least 2 n 

weeks before an assessment task is due.

• All assessment tasks are compulsory.

• Some tasks are formal exams while others are 
assignments or group work.



Sample - Year 7 Assessment Notification Task
Subject:  GEOGRAPHY

Topics People and Places

Nature of 
Assessment 
Task 

Field study practical & report

Weighting 25% 

Teacher Ms A Khalaf, Mr Roubaie

Date of 
Notification

Week 3, Term 3 (2019) 

Due Date Part A Practical Component: Week 
5,. 
Part B Liveability Report: Week 8

Task Description 

Field Study Practical & Report

• Students will undertake a field study at Barangaroo
Headlands and complete a field study practical. The 
practical component = 10 marks.

• Using the practical information and ICT research, 
students will also complete Part B of assessment 
task 3. Part B of the task will require students to 
write a comparative liveability report comparing 
their suburbs to Barangaroo. Part B = 15 marks.



Syllabus Outcomes Assessed School Assessment Policy
GE4-1 Locates and describes the diverse features and 

characteristics of a range of places and 
environments.

If a student is absent from or does not 
submit an Assessment task for a valid 
reason, the following procedures will apply:

• The student must contact the teacher of the 
course on or prior to the morning of the task.

• In the event of illness, a medical certificate 
must be presented the next day. If the 
absence or late submission does not result 
from illness, other evidence documenting 
the reasons for absence or late submission 
must be provided.

• If a student is absent on the day before a 
scheduled assessment task without a valid 
reason, the student may be penalized with a 
10% deduction of marks for the task. This will 
be determined by the Head of Department.

GE4-3 Explains how interactions and connections between 
people, places and environment result in change.

GE 4-
4

Examines perspectives of people and organisations 
on a range of geographical issues

GE4-6 Explains differences in human wellbeing.
GE4-7 Acquires and processes geographical information by 

selecting and using tools of inquiry.

GE4-8 Communicates geographical information using a 
variety of strategies.



Mathematics Pathways at MFIS

Stage 4 
(Year 7 and 8)

Stage 5.3 
(Year 9 and 10)

No 
Mathematics

Mathematics 
Standard

Mathematics 
Advanced

Mathematics 
Extension 1

Stage 5.2
(Year 9 and 10)

No 
Mathematics

Mathematics 
Standard



NAPLAN 
• NAPLAN will now be completed online.
• To help students adjust to this change, practice tests will run from 

Monday 21 March – Friday 8 April (campus specific).
• Students will gain experience in producing writing scripts on the 

same type of device they will be using for NAPLAN under timed test 
conditions.

• The practice tests will comprise a 42 minute writing test and a 45 
minute omnibus test from the domains of reading, conventions of 
language and numeracy.

• This will help students to become familiar with types of questions, 
tools and functions, format, language, response types and time 
constraints.

• Students will need to bring their own headphones or earphones.



Understanding NAPLAN Online
• NAPLAN Online provides a better assessment, more precise results and is more 

engaging for students. The assessments will run through a real-time internet 
connection.

• NAPLAN Online is a tailored test that adapts to student responses,  
presenting students with questions that may be more or less difficult

• This means students will not all be seeing the same test questions.
• As they progress, students will be given questions better suited to their individual 

abilities, building confidence by allowing students to show what they know, not 
just what they don’t know so they stay engaged throughout the test.

• High achieving students will be given more challenging questions.
• Results will be more precise.



NAPLAN dates



NAPLAN Test Durations

Test Duration Test description

Writing 42 minutes Students are provided with a ‘writing stimulus’ (sometimes called a ‘prompt’ – an idea or topic) and 
asked to write a response in a particular genre (narrative or persuasive writing)

Reading 65 minutes Students read a range of informative, imaginative and persuasive texts and then answer related 
questions

Conventions of language 45 minutes This test assesses spelling, grammar and punctuation

Numeracy 65 minutes This test assesses number and algebra, measurement and geometry, and statistics and probability



How are NAPLAN test results used?
• Students and parents receive results faster and may use individual 

results to discuss students’ strengths and areas for improvement with 
teachers.

• Teachers use results to help them identify students who require 
greater challenges or extra support. This allows teachers to meet 
individual student needs more quickly and support the next stage of 
their learning.

• Schools use results to identify strengths and areas of need in teaching 
programs and to set goals in literacy and numeracy.

• Governments and school systems use results to review programs and 
support offered to schools.

https://www.nap.edu.au/naplan/faqs/naplan--results-reports-performance#collapse6


Disability Provisions
• Disability provisions provide practical support for students 

to read examination questions and write their answers.
• Examples of provisions include a reader, rest breaks and 

extra time.
• Provisions granted are solely determined by how the 

student’s exam performance is affected.
• To apply for provisions, students submit evidence 

explaining which provisions are requested including medical 
certificates, medical reports and teacher reports.

• Provisions can also be applied for NAPLAN.

https://educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/wps/portal/nesa/11-12/hsc/disability-provisions/applying-for-provisions


Gifted and Talented Program
• Students are encouraged to participate in various activities including quizzes, 

competitions and challenges organised by each faculty.
• Big Science Competition runs in May and promotes critical thinking skills based on 

the Science Curriculum
• Selected students will have the opportunity to sit ICAS exams run by UNSW
• At the end of Year 8, students are selected for the Mathematics and Science 

Acceleration program.
• These classes are not a reward or privilege for ‘good behaviour’ or ‘hard work’. 

Multiple criteria are used to determine the class and to ensure the selection process 
is fair and reliable. Placement of students in Acceleration is based on student 
achievement throughout Stage 4 and recommendations from teachers. 

• Please contact Mr Faruk-Gifted and Talented Students’ Coordinator for further 
details mfaruk@mfis.nsw.edu.au

mailto:mfaruk@mfis.nsw.edu.au


Annual Awards 
Presentation Day

Awards are based on continuous assessments throughout the year. 

These include:
• Academic
• Most Improved
• Most Consistent
• Community Service
• Islamic Studies/Quran



Parent-Teacher Interviews
Greenacre Secondary 

• Years 11-12: Term 2 Week 3
• Years 7-10: Term 2 Week 6

Beaumont Hills
• Years 7-12: Term 2 Week 3

Hoxton Park
• Years 7-12: Term 2 Week 3



Parental Responsibilities
• Establish an effective study routine at home for your child, including 

set sleep times.
• Ensure, where possible, that family holidays are NOT taken during 

term time.
• Use the School Diary as an important form of communication with 

teachers.
• Monitor the use of mobile devices, including the phone. Higher stress 

levels are related to SMS and screen on/off patterns (A Sano, RW 
Picard - 2013 Humaine Association Conference).

• Contact us with your queries.

https://scholar.google.com.au/citations?user=cNLW5O4AAAAJ&hl=en&scioq=can+mobile+phones+disturb+study+pattern&oi=sra
https://scholar.google.com.au/citations?user=1-hcASEAAAAJ&hl=en&scioq=can+mobile+phones+disturb+study+pattern&oi=sra


Contact Us
• Deputy Principal -Teaching and Learning- dhamper@mfis.nsw.edu
• Secondary Curriculum Coordinator - bragg@mfis.nsw.edu.au
• Arabic Coordinator – hdiab@mfis.nsw.edu.au
• English Coordinator – fjalloul@mfis.nsw.edu.au
• Gifted and Talented Students – mfaruk@mfis.nsw.edu.au
• HSIE Coordinator – rali@mfis.nsw.edu.au
• Islamic Studies – kbouchafaa@mfis.nsw.edu.au
• Literacy Coordinator- snaser@mfis.nsw.edu.au
• Mathematics Coordinator – nsidawi@mfis.nsw.edu.au
• PDHPE Coordinator – gkinch@mfis.nsw.edu.au
• Science Coordinator – sofia@mfis.nsw.edu.au
• TAS Coordinator – mnaidu@mfis.nsw.edu.au
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