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2019— THE YEAR THAT WAS! 
 

 

 

 

Welcome to the 2019 Year Book! I thank Mrs Parker and the Mr Khoder for their fine effort in bringing this 

edition together. As you read this annual, I am sure it will become apparent to you what amazing year it has 

been for you and the School. Malek Fahd has a wonderful community feel. It is a pleasure to visit the three 

campuses each week to experience students wonderful work in the classroom and to share in the many 

special events. 

Academically we continue to grow. This includes the number of students undertaking VET courses. I 

congratulate our students who sat for their Higher School Certificate and achieved their goals. I also am 

delighted that many received University offers before even gaining their ATAR. Among the ATAR scores of 

which we are aware is one a 99.50. This year we saw a 60% increase of students sitting the HSC.  The 

increase is in part the result of our considered decision to cease to ask students to leave the School based on 

academic results. Ours is an inclusive School where students are welcomed, nurtured and enabled to 

achieve their personal best. This is cause for celebration.  Recently, the press reported the Secondary 

NAPLAN results for the past 5 years as being 41 in the State, and the top Islamic school. 

Malek Fahd looks beyond our gates and opens our hearts to the needs of students, families and the wider 

community. Our students visit the local aged care facility, fundraising days for cancer research. We opened 

our hearts for the Food and Blanket Drive for Syria, the Biggest Morning Tea, Pink Ribbon Day, Harmony 

Day, International Women’s Day, White Ribbon Day March, to name a few, and the interfaith experience 

with Brigidine College and with conferences at Beaumont Hills and Greenacre. The New Zealand massacre in 

March, brought the School community together in prayer and giving. During Ramadan our SRC sponsored 

Iftars across the three campuses. The innovation of our Greenacre senior students working with and 

mentoring Year 7 and 8 students during homeroom has been well received. The School has been working 

closely with the community programs of LMA and Human Appeal, including the sponsorship of orphan 

children, establishing and maintaining nine water wells in other parts of the world.  

Malek Fahd is leading the way in the area of Wellbeing, with the Heads of Wellbeing developing initiatives 

and themes that encompass Kindergarten to 12 across the three campuses. Our student leaders speak on 

these topics in the Friday Sermons. I am delighted our students are engaging in the many co-curricular 

activities choir, nasheed groups, robotics clubs as well as Quran and Public speaking competitions.  Sport 

continues to blossom with PSSA Primary sport at Greenacre and Hoxton Park, gala days, Athletic carnivals, 

cross country and swimming carnivals, the Umrah pilgrimage are significant highlights for students.  

I have been very impressed with the leadership of the SRC. In particular I wish to acknowledge our captains 

Ahmed Abid; Yasmine Bizri; Yahya Eid (VC); Yasmine Kheir (Greenacre); Medhat Omer: Ayesha Rajwani; 

Mohamad Taha (VC)  Beaumont Hills: Aadil Mohammed and Shaheen Khahil (Hoxton Park) for their 

leadership and assistance to others. 
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During the year we have undertaken significant improvements to the facilities at each of the three campuses 

including: the completion of the car park, Food Technology room, three additional demountable buildings and 

a Hall at Hoxton Park, Food Technology room and an additional demountable building at Beaumont Hills, in-

stallation of new air conditioners, the upgrade of the Greenacre Primary and Secondary Halls and the estab-

lishment of the Learning Support Centre at Greenacre. Technologically there have been significant upgrades of 

computer labs, the installation of smart boards, upgrading internet facilities and security cameras at each of 

the three campuses. This year we introduced academic, religious, all-round and scholarships and bursaries.  

 

With a focus on moving forward, this year there have been significant changes to enhance the operation of the 

School, including the appointment of Mr David Hamper, Deputy Principal of Teaching and Learning. We are 

further building on our leadership structure to meet the needs of running a very large school. This will include 

the introduction of Deputy Heads of Campus, Assistant Heads of Mathematics and English and Primary Stage 

Co-ordinators.  

There have been significant achievements for Malek Fahd this year. We cannot thank enough the continued 

hard work of the School Board for their excellent governance, wisdom and patience to steer the School.  We 

are grateful also to the significant support from parents, the Parents Advisory Committee, with strong leader-

ship from President Mr Mahmud and former President, Dr Fariha Dib, the wider community, our contractors 

and suppliers.  

Thank you to all students for your hard work this year.  We celebrated each students’ achievements at the spe-

cial Year 12 Presentation Day at Stadium Australia, attended by students from Kindergarten to Year 12 of each 

of the three campuses and Kindergarten to Year 11 Presentation Days held at each Campus.  

It takes a terrific team to run a dynamic and leading school. I thank Senior Executive Deputy Principals Mr Ah-

med, Mr Lord, Mr Hamper and Business Manager Mr Aktypis, Sheikh Fawaz and Heads of Campus Mr Dib, Ms 

El-Ahmad, Ms Khan and Ms Kassem, curriculum leaders Mrs Bragg, Ms Mourad and Heads of Department, 

Heads of Wellbeing for the three Campuses Ms Kbbar, Mr Khoder, Ms Charmand, Mr Saddik, Welfare and Year 

Advisors, Teachers, Counsellors, Technology , Maintenance and Administration Staff across all three campuses. 

A special thank you to our amazing teachers for what they do every day to meet the needs of the students in 

their care. Their professionalism, dedication and hard work is beyond measure, valued and appreciated. They 

have given countless hours before and after school, weekends and the holidays to support students. For this 

we are all very grateful. 

Sit back and enjoy the read as you reflect on the year of 2019. 

Mr Bruce Rixon 

Principal 
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Message from the Board Chair  

 

During 2019 the Board took steps to attempt to resolve the one re-

maining matter associated with the School’s funding. Hopefully, this 

matter can now be resolved fairly soon.  

Once this matter is behind us, we can continue to move forward and concentrate on provid-

ing a quality education for all our students, without other distractions. The Board is com-

mitted to doing everything needed to guarantee the long-term future of the School. 

Once again, the Board is very grateful for the trust the school community has placed in it 

during 2019, and the wonderful support and encouragement that has been provided. 

It has been heartening to see that, even in the most challenging times, the strong belief in 

the School remained. Students, parents and Staff are to be commended for this. 

As you will see from the Principal’s Report, during 2019 many new programs and new pro-

cesses were put in place. It has been exciting to see this happen as these things are already 

leading to improved learning experiences for the students. The Principal, Mr Rixon and the 

Staff are to be congratulated on these changes, and their commitment to the School. 

 

DR JOHN BENNETT 

Board Chair 
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SCHOOL CHAPLAIN—SHEIKH FAWAZ KAMAZ 

Praise be to Allah, the Lord of the worlds, and may the blessings and peace of Allah 

be upon our beloved Prophet Muhammad and his family and companions. 

The Muslim is obedient to Allah, follows his guidance, seeks his protection accepts his 

decrees and always seeks to please him. He is a unique and remarkable person in his 

attitude and conduct and his relationships and dealings with others at all times and 

across all levels. 

Our beloved Prophet Muhammad (SAW) was the last and final prophet sent to mankind but was also unique 

due to being the only prophet which was sent to the entire world. Previous prophets were sent for individual 

nations and tribes however, the Prophet Muhammad (SAW) was sent for the entire world and what it entails 

with various missions. One of which is perfecting manners/etiquettes of people, he was the best of creation 

with the best of manners which is affirmed in Surat Al Qalam (Verse 4): “And verily you Oh Muhammad are on 

an exalted, excellent character.”  

Islam is more than just a religion of belief; it is a way of life which teaches us to have respect for everyone and 

everything regardless of their faith, age, race, colour or social/wealth status. Manners and respect are a major 

component of Tarbiyah (Islamic Code of Conduct) as a result of being implemented on a daily basis with differ-

ent types of people in different situations “Behave with the people in a respectful manner. “ Manners and re-

spect are both vital elements in Islam yet many Muslims negate the importance of the association between the 

two, particularly being muslims residing in western society we represent Islam whether we like it or not. Every 

single one of us are ambassadors of this great religion and great prophet. Muslims should uphold the religion 

of Islam through the manners of Islam as was said by Umar ibn Al Khattab “Be callers to Islam whilst silent 

through your manners.”  

Everyone is deserving of our respect, however at times pride overcomes us, we may look down upon people of 

different status or behaviour to ourselves but we fail to realise the only difference is Taqwa (God conscious-

ness). In continuation the Prophet Muhammad (SAW) said “The best of you are those with the best manners,” 

many of us respect those who are undeserving of it more than those who are such as our parents. Good treat-

ment of our parents is of utmost importance that it is mentioned with worshipping Allah “say not to them [so 

much as], uff, and do not repel them but speak to them a noble word. “The above verse emphasised the extent 

to which we should respect our parents with not so much as the word “UFF,” our parents are the most deserv-

ing of our respect yet many of us barely respect them. Teachers also are deserving of respect as they sacrifice 

to educate and guide students. “Knowledge cannot be gained without respect.”  

In conclusion, respect is not limited to Muslims and those you know but rather it includes non-muslims. Allah 

says about the Prophet Muhammad (SAW) “ Indeed we sent you but a mercy to the entire mankind,” this in-

cludes Muslims and non-Muslims alike, those that we know and those that we don’t, those we agree with and 

those we disagree with.   

I would like to thank all the teachers in my department for their continued hard work and dedication in guiding 

the students to uphold the true values of this religion.    

Sheikh Fawaz Kamaz 

School Chaplain 
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DEPUTY PRINCIPAL - PASTORAL CARE & COMMUNITY 

Assalamu Alaykum Wa Rahmatullahi Wa Barakaatuhu 

On reflection the year 2019 was a worthwhile one as a lot was achieved. The school 

started with a new executive structure with pastoral and community as a new area 

of focus.  .At Malek Fahd, the Pastoral care was seen as the area for School Chaplin/ 

one School Counsellor and two Welfare Coordinators who were supposed to coun-

sel students who were having behaviour, social, personal issues at home and in 

school.  

The benefit of Pastoral Care was never celebrated or seen as adding value to the 
children holistic education and social development, which is now part of the school strategic plan. The fo-
cus of school was strong on academic excellence and guarding the timetable on maximum face-to-face 
teaching time. This change may be hard to embrace by some but necessary in this fast pace changing world 
where students will need to build resilience to fit into the new unpredictable digital revolution that is 
changing the mind set in the way we used to think, write, talk and learn.  
Now the school has initiated policies, processes, programs and practices to deliver with the purpose of sup-
porting and enhancing the wellbeing of students who may be overwhelmed by the demands placed on 
them. In coming years there is a need to develop some more Service-Learning Programs for students and 
Professional Development sessions for teachers so they may be better skilled to relate to children and be 
looked after better as well. 
 
 The school has well developed policies like Anti bullying, Welfare, and Child Protection to name a few to 
provide a safe and supportive environment which encompass the mental, physical, and emotional wellbe-
ing of the large student population who come from a very diverse cultural socioeconomic background. 
Many are recent migrants who are adjusting to the demanding life of a metropolitan city and parents and 
community having very high academic expectations from their children. 
The pastoral care of students is the responsibility of all members of staff at Malek Fahd, we have intro-
duced homeroom across all campuses from K-12 now every class gets 15 minutes during the day where 
teachers and students are given time to connect  informally or formally through bulletins prepared weekly 
on a theme by both Primary and Secondary wellbeing coordinators which is proving to be very beneficial. 
The House structure may be a way forward, to better connect teachers with students and build a positive 
relationship, which will be implemented as per strategic plan by 2020. 
 
Ramadan is very special at school. Classroom decoration, donations for charity, Quran competitions and 
Ramadan Iftars were the highlights for the month. All four campuses organised very successful Iftar dinners 
for the children and families. The month had shortened days and school finished at 2pm. We also had 
Quran competition within the campus than selected students converge at Greenacre for the competition 
towards the end of Ramadan. Also, Islamic Studies department organised a trivia competition for Years7-
10. After Ramadan students were back into the full day routine 
  
Wellbeing Programs 
 The wellbeing initiative were running throughout the year 25 in primary and 49 in secondary across all 
campuses. In Secondary Campuses, the nursing home visits were a hit with the residents and year12 stu-
dents and the visits has continued by year 11 students and wellbeing coordinators. The wellbeing, welfare 
and teachers organised many assemblies to celebrate the importance of harmony day, greatest morning 
tea, pink and white ribbon day, reconciliation week with smoking ceremony performed by one of the el-
ders of the community. These days have given understanding to student as to why we have these days and 
do a little fund raising for the  less fortunate. The wellbeing programs are making students connect with 
realities in life. 
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Homeroom 

The homeroom has been established  at all campuses by term 3 2019, at least all students now have the 

opportunity to connect with their teachers and year advisors and share any issues or concerns or go over 

the topics that our wellbeing coordinators prepare which are forwarded to all teachers by Thursday after-

noon  both the primary and secondary campuses. A lot of positive feedback has come from campus 

teachers of the benefits to the students as well as the variety of wellbeing activities has given students a 

different perspective to life. The sheiks and senior students who do Friday sermons include the themes of 

bulletins and relate to Islamic ethos thus giving the students the relevance. Scope and sequence has been 

developed for the whole year for both Primary and Secondary school so all relevant programs are aligned 

to the topics or themes of the week. This will give Islamic perspective to the students and make them 

connect and appreciate as well as align specific events with special days on our school calendar. 

Supporting Families struggling financially     

The school has identified around 10 families with 20 plus children from Year 1- year 10 who are in genu-

ine need for help with school fees, uniforms and book packs. We have some parents from the business 

community helping pay much of the entire fees of some students for some time now. 

The school has been kind enough to waive the fees of young families who have recently lost the bread 

winners until the end of year, however these single mothers have come up with some plan to pay up 

some fees and we are going to the community to get the balance paid, so the debt doesn’t accumulate. 

We are very thankful to the members of community for providing the funds and not wanting to be named 

or acknowledged. 

Scholarships  
We have started to extend the scholarship program started in 2018 to our financially struggling parents 
and to retain and reward children who are doing exceptionally well in NAPLAN and All Well tests. We 
have recently provided scholarship to a family of 3 children with 2 full year fee free academic scholarship 
and another family with exceptional results in All Well, NAPLAN and ICAS tests 2 children with full fee ac-
ademic scholarship. Both These families are at Hoxton Park.  
We have also promised 2 students at Greenacre Primary Scholarship into year 7 full fees free scholarship 
for 2020 as they scored the top marks in All Well test. There are numerous students on Sheik and aca-
demic or bursaries scholarships   
University Muslim Associations  

We have made contact with the former students and they are happy to arrange meetings to introduce us 

to Muslim Students Associations in NSW who will be holding large scale Islamic Conference at the end of 

year. They would like us to give them guidance as to what our needs are so they may tailor the program 

for our year 12 students we are still in the process of building connections.  

Careers Day 

All the five former students who came to school today after talking to Year 12 students set with Mr Ah-

med, Sk Fawaz and Ms Khalaf. They help work out the Alumni who can come on the Thursday 1stAugust 

from different fields of study to school and take part in school organised whole day Careers Day for our 

Years 10/11 and 12 Students at Greenacre for all campuses 
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Similarly, we are trying to get our Alumni, the professionals who are working in various fields and some are be-

coming parents who are in work force to come in and provide some regular talks and mentoring to our students 

from K-12. 

ALUMNI 
We have a few alumni who are regular to school to give sermons on Fridays and Sheik Fawaz has being also en-
couraging the Alumni to be more active in school activities.  
 We want to have some positive contributions from alumni. We have many names we need to make contact with 
and activate the former students.  
I have approached a couple of alumni who are at Universities around Sydney and they have come to school to 
talk to Year 11/12 about transitioning into Universities. Talk about Careers and their experiences during Careers 
Day. Through Islamic campus groups provide support to students who may find it difficult to adjust in their first 
year and let students know of what other established support are available at various Universities. 
 
A few former students who are currently at various Universities have come in term 3 to talk to our Year 12 stu-
dents on the following: 

Their experiences in transitioning into university, use of time, assignments and balance of study and part time 
work 

Support services available, making friends. 
 Choosing courses and, changing courses. 
 Difference between the high school life and tertiary life 
 Joining student associations and charities.   

We want these students to mentor our year 12 in helping choose courses, settling at University   and answering 

any ongoing questions or quires, this will be a great help as all our students who complained about the school not 

preparing them into transitioning from dependent school life into independent university life. This is the baby 

steps into what we are planning to have our students settle and then ask our Alumni to set up    MFIS induction 

sessions at various university as we have very large presence of our alumni at the five major universities. 

2019 has been a successful year as we are amongst few top school in our NAPLAN results as per Media analysis 
for last 5 years. Also our HSC results are pleasing as we had 122 candidates  who got 85  band 6 and 227 band 5  
and 51 students in achievers list in Sydney Morning Herald .We had 22 students who had an ATAR over 90,with 
highest being 99.5.I would like to congratulate students and the teachers who made it possible by helping and 
guiding these  students achieve. Some of the students who came in for morning tea after the results come out 
were thankful to the teachers who put in extra effort in and for providing motivations that got them through. 
 
I would take this opportunity to thank the principal Mr Rixon ,Deputies Mr Lord, Mr Hamper,  the Head of Cam-
pus Ms El Ahmed, Mr Dib, Ms Kassem, Ms  Khan the Primary Wellbeing Ms Charmand, Mr Yaccoub, the Second-
ary Wellbeing coordinators Ms Kbbar, Mr Khoder, Welfare Coordinators and  the teachers and staff from all cam-
puses for the dedication and the support they provided  to make the school and students benefit the positive 
changes we tried to implement during the year and hope for similar team support in 2020. 
 
Aiyub Ahmed 
Deputy Principal  
Pastoral  Care & Community  
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Teaching and Learning 

 

2019 marked another very successful year for the School in terms of its academic 

program. The year saw a number of firsts for Malek Fahd Islamic School. Students at 

our Hoxton Park Campus commenced senior studies for the first time and we look 

forward to welcoming the first Year 12 graduates from the campus in 2020. For the 

first time students from the School also had the opportunity to complete part of their 

studies through TAFE. The introduction of Vocational Education marks new opportunities for our 

students to diversify their programs of study and undertake nationally accredited vocational cours-

es. In 2019 a number of students from the Greenacre Secondary campus studied Construction, 2020 

will see a further expansion of this program with more courses offered as well as students from 

Hoxton Park joining the program.  

Our teaching staff have worked tirelessly throughout 2019 to implement new curriculum across 

many subject areas. A key focus in primary has been on preparing for a new curriculum in Personal 

Development, Health and Physical Education that will begin in 2020. There has also been a focus on 

enhancing reading and comprehension skills within the primary program. Staff have engaged in con-

siderable professional development and have worked to further imbed explicit instruction of these 

vital skills across the curriculum. Reading will continue to be a key focus area for enhancement 

across 2020.  

Book Week was celebrated enthusiastically by students across all our campuses this year. Students 

engaged in activities, book swaps and special events to enhance their reading skills and more im-

portantly their passion for reading. We know that students who read, in all years, are far more likely 

to succeed in their schooling. It was pleasing that so many of our students also participated in the 

Premier’s Reading Challenge this year. A new initiative introduced in 2019 was public speaking com-

petitions across the school. Preparing and delivering a speech in front of on audience is a daunting 

challenge but one that many of our students rose to it and it was wonderful to witness so many stu-

dents participate.  

STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, Mathematics) has become a major talking point in 

education in recent years. In 2019 Malek Fahd Islamic School launched the STEAM Working Party – 

a group of enthusiastic staff across all four campuses to begin to develop STEAM based opportuni-

ties. 2019 saw the working party develop and pilot a number of initiatives across the School. Some 

of these included; a mathematics focused project piloted with kindergarten students at Hoxton 

Park, an engineering and bridge building activity with Stage 3 students at Beaumont Hills, robotics 

programs at Beaumont Hills and Greenacre and integrated learning programs incorporating Design 

and Technology, Visual Arts and Music and another involving Science, Geography and English.  

These STEAM initiatives will be expanded in the coming year to provide more opportunities to more 

students to develop their skills and knowledge in this important area. Two significant highlights 

from 2019 was the outstanding performance of our Greenacre Primary Robotics Team in the Lego 

First Robotics City Shaper Competition. The team achieved 1st place in the research award and was 

admirably led by their mentor Mr Aqeel Mukaddam from the IT Department.  
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The second notable achievement in this area was the acceptance of Malek Fahd Islamic School into the prestig-

ious STEM Academy at the University of Sydney. This will enable a number of our staff to receive free extensive 

professional development and expert advice and mentoring to implement significant STEAM based projects in 

2020.  

2019 also witnessed a significant enhancement to the School’s professional learning program for staff. Our teach-

ing staff undertook numerous professional learning sessions to enhance their skills across a number of key areas. 

These included; reading and comprehension, innovative pedagogical approaches, report writing, student wellbe-

ing, using information technology and much more. Many of these programs were conducted in-house using the 

expertise of our own staff allowing for a more contextualised and targeted approach to meeting the specific 

needs of our students.  

The School remains committed to providing opportunities and learning entitlements to all of our students. Malek 

Fahd Islamic School is proudly non-selective and is here to support all our students. 2019 saw a further expansion 

of learning support programs to assist students to achieve personal bests. Literacy and numeracy programs have 

been implemented to support students across all campuses and a significant investment has been made in 

providing more learning support teachers and teachers aides.   

The performance of our HSC students was another key highlight for 2019. University is the main post school des-

tination for the majority of our students and with this in mind the ATAR (Australian Tertiary Admission Rank) is 

the key measure to focus on. The performance of the 2019 cohort was excellent, with more than 1 in 5 of our 

students achieving ATAR in the 90s and many in the high 90s.  

As always the teachers, supported by the outstanding work of the administration, facilities and IT staff, worked 

tirelessly across the year to help every student at Malek Fahd Islamic School achieve to their highest potential 

and we look forward to another very successful year in 2020.  

David Hamper – Deputy Principal Teaching and Learning  
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BUSINESS MANAGER’S REPORT  2019  

 

As the School’s  Business Manager I am lucky to be part of this School. My role is made 

easier due to the tireless efforts of the Administration team we have in place. This team 

is made up of many people whose role it is to provide support to our teachers and stu-

dents. The team includes staff across several areas of the School. These include the front office staff on 

reception, the IT staff,  our Maintenance team, Security, Payroll and Accounts teams. In particular I 

would like to mention Ms Shainaaz Ali, Mr Vinhson Nguyen & Mr Charlie Cataldo who manage our Ad-

ministration, IT and Property teams, for their support. 

 

Our Front office team appreciate the ongoing support from our parents with the signing of notes, calling 

the School with updated details, or ensuring their fees are always up to date. Your continued support in 

keeping your fees up to date ensures we can use these fees to continue to improve our School amenities. 

The Front office team continue to assist our students as and when required, from providing first aid assis-

tance to contacting parents. 

Our Security team thank the parents for respectfully obeying the pick-up and drop off rules before and 

after School, especially in the hustle and bustle of the high traffic areas. The safety and well-being of our 

students must remain our paramount objective, and can and only be achieved with the ongoing parent 

cooperation.  

Our Maintenance Team continues to look after the general day to day upkeep of the School. This involves 

the general maintenance of the School. This is includes keeping our School looking  the best and well 

maintained, it can be. During 2019 significant work was undertaken on the Schools maintenance pro-

gram. The Maintenance team will continue to service the School now and as part of the exciting future 

redevelopments the School hopes to commence in the coming years. They thank the students and parents 

for respecting the Schools property. 

Our Payroll, and Accounts continue to provide operational support to our teachers, students  and custom-

ers. Their  hard work and dedication behind the scenes ensures the School is able to operate effectively on 

a day to day basis.  

Our IT Team did a great job in 2019 undertaking significant projects to continue to improve out IT plat-

form for the students and teachers.  Future ongoing projects will continue to position the School to be 

well placed for our future IT requirements. The IT team would like to thank the students for the respect 

they continue to show towards the Schools property. 

 The ongoing co-operation, guidance and encouragement provided by our Principal Mr Rixon,  the Exec-

utive staff and other Senior Management Staff  towards the Schools Administration team is greatly appre-

ciated and makes our work so much easier to undertake. 

We continue to be appreciative of the  support provided by our Chair Dr John Bennett and the full School 

Board, who always place the care and consideration of our students and their well-being as their priority. 

The Boards ongoing guidance and direction is crucial as the School enters the next exiting phase of its 

journey.  

Finally the we look forward to seeing our students and families, back at School for another amazing year, 

as well as wishing the students  leaving the Malek Fahd School community, all the best for their future 

endeavours.  

 

Dennis Aktypis 

 School Business Manager  
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DEPUTY PRINCIPAL OF OPERATIONS 

 

Assalamu Alaykum Wa Rahmatullahi Wa Barakaatuhu

 

2019 has been an eventful year, full of achievements, contributions in aca-

demic, well-being, sporting, and civic areas. Once again we have maintained 

our very high educational standards while guiding the  personal and social de-

velopment of more than 2700 students.  

Our school values of personal excellence, religious understanding, respect, responsibility, integrity, 

cooperation, understanding, tolerance and inclusion underpin our strong learning culture allowing stu-

dents from 40 different cultural backgrounds to learn harmoniously, enjoy respectful relationships and        

celebrate diversity. A learning environment such as this provides a strong foundation for students to 

achieve their dreams and aspirations.  

Our strong learning culture, the noteworthy achievements of students and dedication of staff      

demonstrates very clearly that the extraordinary can be achieved when teachers and students work in 

partnership for a common purpose. 

The 2019 NESA inspection allowed our school to demonstrate once again our strengths as an         

educational organisation. Through teamwork, dedication and hard work all staff contributed to and pre-

pared pertinent school documents and information for the NESA inspection. Also, Significant School 

funding grants have been lodged through the ‘Local Schools Community Fund’ and ‘National School 

Chaplaincy Project’. This funding will be used to support student well-being with Counsellors and 

Chaplains to be maintained in our Schools.  

Our School growth is a testament to our educational direction towards student engagement through 

the offering of extensive co-curricular activities including leadership programs, opportunities in sport, 

Quran competitions, interfaith seminars, charity fundraising, debating and public speaking, and       in-

terest groups ranging from Nasheed performances to the choir performing at the Year 12 graduation 

at Homebush. These activities support the personal, social and ethical growth of each individual,        

allowing them to explore their talents and interests and develop the attitudes and skills for lifelong 

learning.  

Strong school/parent partnerships are essential to student success and wellbeing and I acknowledge 

the dedicated band of parents who have worked tirelessly for the good of the school.  The dedication 

of the School Board,  the parents of the Parents Advisory Committee, parent/teacher meetings,       

carnivals, presentation days, graduation ceremonies, and events showcasing individual and group 

performances and achievements has been an important component of our educational partnership. 

Congratulations also to our fabulous students who seized the learning opportunities offered      

throughout 2019. Their willingness to embrace our ‘Work is Worship’ culture, Islamic values,            

enthusiasm for learning,  teamwork, care and compassion ensure that our school will continue to be 

successful. 

 

Stephen Lord 

Deputy Principal—Operations 
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HEAD OF CAMPUS REPORT 

 

 

 

As this school year comes to an end, it is a pleasure to look back and celebrate all that we have 

achieved. A continued focus on curriculum and improving literacy and numeracy skills which also in-

cluded the implementation of the new Science Syllabus and ICT resources, has seen us achieve many 

of our learning goals for the students in 2019. Focus on the students also included the completion of 

the Learning Support building, which has provided a learning space that is conducive to teaching and 

learning in a safe and supportive environment. With enrolments increasing and all classes full, there 

has been a greater focus on staff professional development, which included programming and develop-

ing lessons which engage the learner as well as to support the range of learning abilities in our classes. 

While there was a great focus on providing students with learning experiences and opportunities inside 

the classroom, equally so we saw an increase in extracurricular opportunities offered to the primary stu-

dents. This included the K - 6 Public Speaking Competition. This competition has expanded to include 

involvement of all the students and has enthused all the students across the school to get involved, fur-

thermore it has resulted in an increase in student confidence and readiness of students to speak in 

front of their peers with confidence. The Art club began with providing a small group of students an out-

let to express themselves but has expanded to include all students with an artistic flair. The Art club 

gave students a greater sense of purpose and belonging as they work on their own needs by creative 

beautiful expressive items of art which they can be proud of. The Garden club has continued to give 

students a greater appreciation of healthy choices, environmental issues and locally grown foods. It al-

so received a gift from the Woolworths little garden initiative which added to the items being grown. The 

Garden club was also instrumental in creating interest amongst early morning arrivals who helped wa-

ter and look after the garden beds. Our school also embraced IT and technology with our first official 

Robotics club. Students in this club learned how to program and build a robot, which they entered into 

the National Lego competition. Further to this, greater focus was given to student wellbeing initiatives 

which included the introduction of Homeroom. In primary school a portion of the day was dedicated to 

explore wellbeing issues which consolidated Islamic teaching and values.  

We also cannot talk about 2019 without celebrating our most successful Book Character Parade we 

have had thus far. It was big, and loud, and colourful and great to see absolutely everybody involved. 

To support reading, the funds raised by sausage sizzle held on the day was used to purchase new titles 

for the library. 

Of course the success of 2019, as with every school year, is attributed to two factors, the leadership of 

the school and the long term vision of the continued success of Malek Fahd and its students, and every 

single one of our staff. It has been a pleasure working alongside the teachers at our school, who do 

amazing things every day to make a positive change in the lives of the students they teach. They are 

the quiet achievers who are real life Heroes for many of the children here. To all well done, have a well-

earned and well deserved break. 

Ms El-Ahmad 

Greenacre Primary Head of Campus  
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Counsellor’s Report 

 
 
 
Asalam alyakom 

My name is Ms Masri and 2019 was my first year as a fulltime School Counsellor at MFIS Greenacre 

Primary. Referrals to counselling more than doubled this year, hopefully signalling increased commit-

ment of the school community to address social, emotional and mental health needs. Also, I often uti-

lise solution focussed, play and art therapy approaches during my counselling work and believe this 

may have decreased stigma around counselling as I have had many, excited little visitors dropping by 

my office, requesting to join our informal social skill play sessions! 

During counselling, students have worked on developing their resilience and coping skills, self-esteem, 

confidence, emotional regulation, communication and social skills, growth mindsets, positive thinking 

and problem-solving skills. They’ve learnt some Prophetic and other strategies for managing our emo-

tions as well as identifying, challenging and reframing negative thoughts. They’ve learnt how Islam en-

courages strengths such as persistence, patience, gratitude, optimism, assertiveness, empathy and 

compassion – and some of the spiritual, physical, social and emotional benefits for themselves and oth-

ers. Islam teaches us to think about the bigger picture; that there will be ease within hardship (or oppor-

tunities for growth with adversity).   

Ensuring a safe and supportive school environment is a proactive approach to mental health and so I 

developed (with support of the other MFIS school counsellors) some fact sheets for staff and parents 

on grief, trauma and anxiety.  I also initiated the Art Club in Term 2, with the invaluable and talented 

support of Ms Barakat. Art Club activities focussed on incorporating Islamic inspired art and themes as 

well as therapeutic approaches. Students learnt how art can be used as a tool for both coping and ex-

pression. Students created coping tools such as slime, playdough, stress balls, calm down bottles, and 

motivational canvas art. Students also made a range of other creative artworks, collaboratively and in-

dependently, such as our Ramadan Mubarak artwork (used during the school Iftar), a Gratitude Tree, 

Islamically inspired Aboriginal Flag for NAIDOC Week, R U OK posters, ink artwork for Eid Cards and a 

Kindness Wall. Art Club activities aim to strengthen creativity, flexible thinking, social skills, problem 

solving skills, sense of identity, confidence, coping and resilience.  A big thank you to Ms Barakat – 

without her artistic expertise and dedicated support, Art Club, would not have been possible this year.   

Early this year, two information sessions for families were provided on the importance of social and 

emotional learning. After the NZ tragedy, I organised a Year 6 debrief session with prominent psycholo-

gist Hanan Dover, a Year 5 debrief with psychologist Nasreen Hanafi, a parental debrief session and 

presented a debrief session for selected students from Years 3 and 4. One of my most grateful experi-

ences this year was presenting 24 cards and 9 Banners of Hope, created by MFIS students and staff, 

to Muslim Aid International executives, who then passed these onto representatives of Masjid Al Noor 

in Christchurch NZ.  

Finally, just a thank you to the students, staff and families who put their trust in the counselling service 

and sought support this year (including the occasional few referrals I saw in the high school). May Allah 

SWT ease your hardships and reward your patience. Remember, Allah SWT tests those He loves 

(Tirmidhi 2396) and “nothing befalls a believer, a prick of a thorn or more than that, but that Allah will 

raise them a degree in status or erase a bad deed” (Bukhari 5641 & Muslim 2573).  I feel very blessed, 

alhamdulilah, to have met and worked with so many wonderful people.   

 

Wasalams,   

Ms Fatima Masri 

School Counsellor.  
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Library Report 

 

 

“Reading is My Superpower”  

Our goal is to motivate children to want to read so they will practice reading independently and, thus, 

become fluent readers. That happens when children enjoy reading.  Knowledge is power, and books 

are full of it. But reading is more than just a practical tool. Through books we can enrich our minds; we 

can also relax and enjoy some precious leisure moments. At 

MFIS Greenacre, students from K-6 participate in weekly 

library lessons. These lessons are used to enhance the love 

of reading and its importance and the skills needed to use a 

library. 

Students are taught skills required to use a library inde-

pendently. Students from year 1 and year 2 have been 

learning how to use the Dewey decimal system and how to 

locate books of different genre within the library. They are 

given the opportunity to explore a range of fiction and non-

fiction books. 

Book week theme this year was “Reading is My Superpow-

er”. To celebrate book week this year I chose to bring out a 

group from Perform Education. The performance incorpo-

rated a selection of books shortlisted by the CBCA for 

BOOK WEEK, and covered themes such as facing our 

fears, positive thinking, perseverance, sustainability and the 

environment. The show was engaging for the students and they all walked out of the show with the 

message to “Dream big and never give up on your dreams”.  K-2 students also participated in a Book 

Week competition in which year 2 students explained why “Reading is My Superpower” and a winner 

from each class was chosen.  

In collaboration with year 6 teacher Ms Abdul Hadi and the library, students participated in a “Buddy 

Reading” session, which had students from years 3-6 choose a book and paired up with a student from 

K-2 to read to them during their library lessons. It was a great experience that all students enjoyed.  

Each year the school participates in the Premiers Reading Challenge. The challenge aims to encour-

age a love of reading for pleasure in students. All students from K-2 joined the librarian and their class 

teachers in reading books and completing the challenge, and this year we have seen more students 

from years 3-6 participate. 

Library is a place open to all students from 8.30am every day as well as during lunch and recess. A 

large number of students spend lunch and recess enjoying a book quietly or listening to a story read to 

them by the librarian. It has been a fun and enjoyable year at MFIS Greenacre primary library and in-

shallah we continue to see a love of reading in all our students. 

 

Ms A EL-Ahmad 

(Librarian) 
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Head of Wellbeing Report 

 

 
Assalamu Alaykum wa Rahmatullahi wa Barakaatuhu 

As Heads of Wellbeing in Primary, the emotional, social and physical wellbeing of our students was our 

main priority this year.  It was our duty to ensure that all students started their year with a positive mind-

set, particularly our Kindergarten students who received ongoing support to help them adjust to their 

new school life. 

At Malek Fahd we pride ourselves on always trying to provide quality and meaningful education across 

all facets of school life. The school continues to impact the lives of young Muslims, providing them with 

the knowledge and skills needed in order to become responsible, respectful and resilient individuals.    

Heads of Wellbeing are there to ensure fostering care that nurtures and enriches our students and the 

wider school community. It’s about providing programs and initiatives that promote self-esteem, self-

awareness, confidence and happiness. It’s about eliminating doubt and promoting security and suc-

cess. It’s about providing a gateway between school and social life.  

We have grounded strong welfare and discipline policies across the primary to create a system that is 

fair and conducive to effective teaching and learning. We aim to instill Australian Islamic values by rein-

forcing the importance of charitable actions and how to care for self, community and the globe. We’ve 

had an amazing year with many successful charity fundraisers, community awareness, environmental 

initiatives and social integration initiatives.  

These great initiatives include; Anzac Day ceremonies, Clean Up Australia Day, Harmony Day, Nation-

al Day of Action Against Bullying and Violence, Ramadan activities and competitions, Bulldogs visit, 

Schools Tree Day, Jeans for Genes Day, Book Character Parade, Inter-Campus Gala Days, GRIP 

Leadership Conference, Carnivals and the Food and Blanket Drive. 

This year, the Homeroom Bulletin was introduced to primary students from K – 6, across all three cam-

puses. Teachers were provided with weekly wellbeing topics which focused on enhancing the wellbeing 

in our students by developing skills such as; self-awareness, self-management, social awareness, re-

sponsible decision making and relationship skills. The topics chosen helped develop attitudes, skills 

and knowledge that will guide students through life and positively impact on their behaviour and learn-

ing. 

We’d like to thank our parents and staff for their on-going support and strong compliance in making 

these events successful as well as inspiring and engaging our students to persevere, thrive and 

achieve.  

Insha’Allah in 2020, we will be striving to build on our welfare and provide new, innovative and exciting 

initiatives that will empower our students and equip them with the skills they need to overcome any 

challenges they are faced with in today’s changing world. We also aim to build on our strong school and 

Islamic values. 

We thank you and look forward to a great year in 2020 Insha’Allah 

 

Primary Heads of Wellbeing  

Mr Y Saddik & Ms R Charmand 
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Primary Curriculum Report 

 

 

Assalamu alaykum wa Rahmatullahi wa Barakaatuhu 

When looking for a quote to use to begin this article, I could not overlook of the many beautiful verses in 
the Qur’an, placing high significance on education.  One of which:  
 

 
"Allah will exalt those of you who believe and those who have knowledge to high degrees" (58:11) 

Such verses provide a forceful stimulus for the Islamic community to strive for education and learning. 
At Malek Fahd Islamic School, we strive to ensure an all-round education of students who are compe-
tent, adaptable and resilient lifelong learners who are proud of their identity as Muslim Australian and 
have a sense of respect for citizenship and our diverse community.   
This year has seen the Primary staff engrossed in review and development of exciting teaching and 
learning programs with not only the inclusion of pedagogies to best suit the learning needs of our stu-
dents, but also acquainting students with problem solving, critical and high order thinking skills.  
The Primary staff have successfully implemented the new Science programs according to the new syl-
labus documents with emphasis on gaining knowledge and understanding of the world through inquiry 
learning approaches, incorporating Design and Production and integrating Digital Technologies.   
The wonderful staff have also written new innovative PDHPE units of work in preparation for 2020, to 
develop students’ knowledge, understanding, skills and attitudes reflecting on the school and communi-
ty values.  Through the teaching and learning programs, students develop self-management, interper-
sonal and movement skills to help them become empowered, self-confident and socially responsible 
citizens.   
 
Furthermore, the Primary staff have written new engaging and challenging mathematics programs with 
daily teaching and learning activities which are carefully differentiated and incorporate high order think-
ing and open-ended problem-solving tasks.  
There has also been much discussion within the School about developing a love literature and learning 
amongst our students to enable them to experiment with ideas and develop clear and precise skills to 
become active, independent and life-long learners. The Primary staff have engaged in much profes-
sional development in the area of reading and comprehension and are continuing to work together to-
wards enhancing the English programs to include pedagogies to support students to question, assess, 
challenge and engage with texts that include widely acknowledged literature.  
By the will and grace of Allah (swt), our achievements at Malek Fahd Islamic School are due to the 

staff, students and parents coming together for the purpose of providing a meaningful and holistic edu-

cation for our children and contributing positively to our society and as the verse mentioned earlier 

states, being exalted to high degrees by Allah (swt).  

Wasalaamu alaykum wa Rahmatullahi wa Barakaatuhu 

Ms Hibba Mourad 

Curriculum Coordinator (Primary) 
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Primary Sports Department Report 

 

 

The spirit of our sporting culture at Malek Fahd Islamic School is strong, alive and thriving by the year. 

We take sports and our students’ ability to set and achieve goals very seriously, ensuring we build gen-

erations of strong and independent individuals with high self-esteem.  

PSSA 

PSSA allows our students to compete against other schools whilst promoting a strong sense of school 

representation. Such representation educates our students about responsibility and respect. Whilst 

boosting their sportsmanship, self-esteem and health. 

The sports offered and coached by our dedicated primary staff include: 

Summer sports: boys/girls basketball, boys/girls cricket, boys/girls softball and teeball and a mixed 

AFL team.  

Winter sports: boys/girls soccer, rugby league, touch football, netball and boys/girls Newcombe ball. 

Additionally, our school recognises that it’s vital for all students to participate and enjoy sports and lei-

sure, not just at a competitive level. To fulfil this ethos, our students who don’t participate in PSSA were 

part of a fortnightly rotational sport that include: soccer, netball, hockey, touch football, cricket and 

dodgeball. A huge thank you to our wonderful staff for fostering the needs of all students and providing 

them with exceptional mentorship. 

Swim School 

By virtue of living of this great country, our passion for the outdoors and beach/pool culture renders the 

need to swim of the essence to every individual. By facilitating this initiative, our school can ensure that 

your child has access to swimming lessons and develop/enhance their skills. Our swimming school is 

held at Hurstville Aquatic Centre and brings equal delight and fun across all grades. Our students al-

ways approach their lessons with diligence and skill and improve with every lesson. I would like to 

thank all the dedicated instructors, staff and students, as well as parents. 

Overall, this school’s success couldn’t have been possible without the blessing of Allah (SWT). A huge 

thank you to all staff who always show support and mentorship for all students. To our parents, we tip 

our hats off for being an excellent source of encouragement, discipline and support and standing by 

your children to always achieve their best. 

Yours in sport, 

Mr Yaakoub Saddik 
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School Captain's Report 

 
 
 
 
 
 
In the name of Allah the most Gracious, the most Merciful 

In any chapter of life, there is always going to be an ending. Therefore, there is always going to be a 

time to say goodbye. So, with great sadness, I say farewell to the most amazing years in primary. 

We are all united as one grade, Ummah and school. Inshaallah, we will all see each other next year but 

remember high school can be quite challenging. That is why you must always remember that you are 

not alone and that you have Allah (swt), your family, your teachers and your friends to help.  If we look 

at challenges and setbacks with a growth mindset, we see that they can be an opportunity to learn, 

grow and change. Remember everything is possible with persistence, dedication and perseverance. 

Always give your very best and never lose sight of your dreams, no matter how outrageous they are.  

Year 6 has definitely been the best chapter of our primary years. We were given the opportunity to par-

ticipate in many fun and educational activities and created amazing and special memories. In Term 2, 

Fizzics Education presented an incursion that allowed us to further explore how energy conversions 

happen in objects all around us. We also went on a science excursion to ANSTO where we were intro-

duced to the world of atoms. Furthermore, we participated in many whole school events such as Har-

mony Day, the Athletics Carnival, the swimming program and the Book Character Parade - just to name 

a few!  

I would like to mention our very short yet very exciting visit to the Great Aussie Bush Camp. In the few 

hours that we were there, some of us had the opportunity to enjoy archery and raft building while others 

enjoyed the flying fox and the giant swing. Even though it was short lived, it’s a time that we will always 

remember. Unfortunately, due to the bushfires, our camp was cut short. Our thoughts and prayers are 

with the families affected and the heroic firemen, relentlessly battling these fires.  

Don’t forget to proudly uphold your Islamic values and represent your religion, Islam, in every action 

you take. The Prophet Muhammad (saw) has advised his Umma’, his nation to do their very best in 

everything, whether it’s worship or their studies and that there is worship even in your daily work. So 

may Allah (swt) grant you success in the forthcoming years and guide you as you follow your life’s jour-

ney. 

We would like to start by thanking the school Principal Mr Rixon and our Head of Campus Ms El-

Ahmad for their hard work and support in making our school a safe and caring environment for all stu-

dents.   

We would also like to thank Mr Saddik and Ms Charmand for playing an important role in our school 

life. We are forever grateful for your support and appreciate the many entertaining, engaging and edu-

cational activities that you prepared and organised for us this year.  
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School Captain's Report (Continued) 

 

 

 

With great sadness, we would like to thank and farewell our lovely and amazing teachers, Ms Merheb, 

Ms Kheir, Ms Abdul Hadi, Ms Samrout, Ms Afiouni and Ms El Hassan for your guidance, commitment 

and support throughout the year. May Allah (swt) reward you for your dedication, hard work and efforts, 

which we all agree is very much appreciated.  

We would also like to thank our Arabic, Quran and Islamic studies teachers for having the important 

task of teaching us our religion and providing us with the knowledge we need in the years to come.  

Lastly, thank you to our parents who have been a major factor to our success. We appreciate your help 

commitment and on-going support throughout our schooling years.  

Jazakallahukhayran to you all 

Rihanna and I have really enjoyed being the school captains and I hope we have made you proud. I 

know that I have had an amazing and enjoyable year and I thank everyone who was a part of that. Sub-

hanallah, as we look back, time has flown by so quick and now a new path is ahead. Before you know 

it, we will be standing on the stage of the Quay Centre at Sydney Olympic Park, at our year 12 gradua-

tion, in front of all students from K – 12, across all three campuses. I ask Allah to keep us strong, united 

and focused on our goal and I wish everyone great success in this life and the hereafter. 

Every story has an end, but in this life, every end has a new beginning. Thank you to all the Year 6 stu-

dents for a wonderful year and for the great memories we have shared together. They will be forever 

cherished.  

I would like to end by wishing everyone a safe and happy holiday. We will see you all next year In-

sha’Allah.  

Assalamu alaykum wa rahamtullahi wa barakatuhu. 

 

Rihanna Osman and Azzah Bhuiyan 

Primary School Captains 
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Learning Support Report  

 
 
 

 It all started with a sparkle in LS 2019…MFIS welcomed thirteen new smiles to the LS team…so 
20 LS stars were shining brightly throughout the year across all three campuses. 

 

Even though Teacher Assistant Appreciation Week is in September, LS celebrate the caring and crea-
tive TAs at MFIS every day because of their dedicated effort to meet the additional learning needs of 
students. They go above and beyond of what is required of them, especially in helping make the Kin-
dergarten students’ first formal year of schooling an enjoyable and positive experience, setting them up 
for a bright future. Little Miss Chatterbox Khadije communicated in KR; Little Miss Tidy Faryal organised  
KO neatly; Little Miss Sunshine Tasneem beamed in KB; Little Miss Hug Rani embraced KG; Little Miss 
Busy Hibba was occupied in KP; Miss Sylvana Poppins was supercalifragilisticexpialidocious in KY and 
Little Miss Splendid Aisha was wonderful in Year 1. 

 

The LS commitment in providing students with equal and fair access to the curriculum was reinforced 
every day in the High School. Ms Shimmering Baraah enhanced organisational skills for students. Ms 
Gleamimg Taqdees kept students focused and on task in their class. Ms Glistening Marisa continued to 
ensure that students with a disability were given their provisions during Assessment Tasks and Exams, 
continuing to ensure that students were able to access and respond in an exam or test.  With their 
amazing energy, LS will continue to provide adjustments and modifications to ensure all students are 
able to reach their potential.   

 

Even though World Teachers’ Day is in October, LS celebrate the kind and innovative LS Teachers at 
MFIS every day because of their commitment to help students with learning difficulties progress and 
achieve success. Mr Strong Shrubsole was mighty good with Years 1 and 2; Little Miss Giggles Ag-
garwal made Years 2 and 4 smile with pride; Little Miss Neat Rachwani got Years 5 and 6 into ship-
shape; Little Miss Fabulous El Najjar achieved amazing results with Year 3 and Little Miss Sparkle 
Blackall twinkled with joy for all K-12 students who shone brilliantly in 2019 but most of all, were kind to 
one another.  

 

The cluster of LS stayed positive and worked hard to make things happen in 2019: Individual Education 
Plans with adjustments tailored to achieve learning goals; Small Group Action Plans with modifications 
made to achieve learning outcomes; helping students achieve their best possible mental health; Nation-
ally Consistent Collection of Data (NCCD); NCCD Moderation Team; administering YARC (York As-
sessment of Comprehension); analysing WISC-IV Reports; before school learning; implementing 
MiniLit, MulltiLit and MacqLit to small groups of students; 1:1 intervention sessions; a scribe for Exams; 
a reader for Exams; Exam Writer for Assessment Tasks; collating Learning Support Registers; collabo-
rative planning with Speech and Occupational Therapists; participating in e-learning courses; forming a 
LS Book Club; organising Scholastic Book Club; making LS resources; reading and writing workshops; 
laptops for LS students and smiling every minute of every day. 
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Learning Support Report (Continued) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Thank you to Ms Champion Charmand, Ms Marvelous Mourad and Mr Smart Saddick for leaving a little 
Reading, Writing and Numeracy Sparkle on Year 6 students who are now ready to shoot to Year 7.  

Every learner at MFIS is a star!  

Ms Chris Blackall, Learning Support Coordinator  
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Learning Support Report ( Continued) 
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Learning Support Report ( Continued) 
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Learning Support Report ( Continued) 
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Learning Support Report ( Continued) 
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KINDERGARTEN REPORT 

 
 

 

 

Another year is almost over and looking at the Kindergarten students gives me both a sad and an exu-

berant feeling as I reflect on how much they have grown in confidence and developed socially and aca-

demically. Yes, these are the feelings and emotions shared by all Kindergarten teachers as we cast our 

minds to the first weeks in Term 1; the trauma, the tears, and the repeated request to go home to mum. 

It was a difficult task harnessing their free spirits into a structured learning environment and providing a 

learning space that meets their diverse interests and needs. The one thing that really stood out was 

how quickly students were engaged and desired a variety of activities to maintain their interests. The 

support staff were fantastic in their dedication to help the little ones. 

Throughout the year, great emphasis was placed on developing self-respect, and admiration for others 

and for all property. Students adapted quickly and most were making good progress by the end of term 

two. They developed confidence and vocabulary to participate in oral, practical and written tasks. Fortu-

nately, this year we had regular support from our support teachers, and this helped our little ones to 

consolidate and show some progress through the terms. Also, the focus on technology helped them be-

come more aware of the environment and visualise concepts in all subjects. To develop good healthy 

habits, students participated in sports and daily crunch and sip time to encourage them to eat some fruit 

daily. 

The highlights for this year were the ‘Grandparents Day’, the incursion on ‘Bugs in my Backyard’ and 

Book Character Parade. These were organised to complement the key learning areas and expose stu-

dents to hands on learning activities away from the school. Thank you to the teachers who organised 

these activities.  

Students were also taken on excursions to, ‘The Calmesly Hill City Farm’ and to the ‘Sydney Observa-

tory’, to complement their English, Science and Geography learning.  Students participated in various 

activities and the greatest highlight was the milking of the cow on the farm and the making of rain and 

snow at the observatory. 

Our Final Excursion is to the Sydney Aquarium to finish off the school year. 

Finally, I would like to thank all Kindergarten staff, the support staff, and Ms El-Ahmad for supporting us 

and helping nurture our little ones. To our parents, we say thank you for trusting your little ones with us 

and for working with us to provide them with the strong foundation they need to go to grade one.  

 

Mrs S Moodley, 

Kindergarten Coordinator  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

                                                                                                                                                                                                  29 

YEAR 1 REPORT 

 

 

 

 
 
This year has been an exciting and eventful year. Students engaged in a variety of enjoyable activities. 

These activities provided rich learning experiences and opportunities for the students to further their 

knowledge. 

  

As part of our Science program in Term 1, students 

enjoyed a Fizzics Education incursion called ‘Little 

Life Workshop’. During the incursion, students ex-

plored a variety of bugs and learnt about their fea-

tures, habitats and life cycles. 

 

In Term 2, the students went on an excursion to the 

Sydney Botanical Gardens to follow in the foot-

steps of the character Alexander, from the story Alex-

ander’s Outing. The students had a wonderful time ob-

serving all the landmarks from the story and even try-

ing to spot Alexander! 

 

In Term 3 our excursion to Symbio Wildlife Park gave 

students the opportunity to interact with Australian ani-

mals. They were fortunate enough to feed the kanga-

roos and some farm animals. What fun they had! 

 

The Book Character Parade in Term 3 was one of the highlights of the year. Students and teachers 

dressed up as different characters from a variety of books. The students came up with some terrific 

costumes. What a magnificent effort from our students!  

 

Then as the year came to an end, the students went to the cinemas to enjoy a movie with their class-

mates.  

 

I would like to thank the Year 1 teachers, Ms Saddiq, Ms Hussein, Ms Essop, Ms Samrout, Ms Rama 

and Ms Pangas for their hard work and dedication. It has been a fantastic year.  

 

We really enjoyed teaching the Year 1 students this year and we wish them all the best on their  jour-

ney of learning.  

 

Ms Howard 

Year 1 Coordinator 

 
 



 

                                                                                                                                                                                                   30 

YEAR 1 REPORT (cont.) 
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YEAR 2 REPORT 

 

The 2019 Year 2 team is coordinated by Mrs Aqifa Bassett Uddin (2R), with support from Mrs Kheir 

(2P), Mrs Naheed Chowdhury (2O), Mrs Warda Abdat (2G), Ms Emma Swanbury (2B), Mrs Mariam El 

Samman and Mrs Iman Safi (2Y). This year our grade participated in many fantastic educational and 

fun activities. We received excellent positive feedback from our parents and other staff members. Stu-

dents participated in incursions, excursions and extra-curricular activities including a debating competi-

tion, Harmony Day, sports carnival, Eid festival.       

 

In Term 1, Year 2 visited the NSW Schoolhouse Museum as part of our HSIE unit ‘The Way We Were’. 

The visit provided students a glimpse of schooling in the past (e.g., long-toms, slate boards and pencils, 

and traditional pen and ink). We explored a 1910s classroom, played with toys from the past, complet-

ed a suitcase challenge and went on a treasure hunt to find historical artefacts. Students particularly 

enjoyed learning about and participating in different historical schoolchildren’s games. Students also 

partook in military drills including baton twirling and marching.  

 

In Term 2, students visited the Field of Mars to study small animals and insects in their natural habitat. 

They examined their life cycle and development. They had the opportunity for learning outside the 

classroom, exploring the nature to find different living things in various life stages.  Students were excit-

ed to do hands-on activities like digging the soil and collecting samples of insects found in our environ-

ment. Students caught tiny tadpoles from the creek to see their movement from close distance. This trip 

allowed students to come very close to nature. Later they constructed their own leaf insect to take back 

to school. It was an engaging and fun experience for our students. 

In Term 3, students studied narrative writing through The Drama Toolbox’s fairy tale workshops. The 

students enjoyed playing dress up and taking on roles as the different characters we read about in 

class. The workshop enhanced students’ confidence and team spirit. 

In Term 4, students participated in a Science Incursion called ‘Marvellous Medicine’. During this hands-

on workshop, students were introduced to different dry and wet chemical mixtures to determine ways to 

separate them. Students explored filtration, chromatography, magnetism, centrifugation, evaporation 

and chemical separation techniques. Students found the presentations and activities very exciting and 

were able to relate to classroom concepts. 

 

 

Mrs Aqifa Basset 

Year 2 Coordonator 
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YEAR 3 REPORT 

 

 

 
2019 has been an exciting and educational year for 

Year 3.  

Most students could not wait to begin their daily pray-

ers in the hall along with Years 4 to 6. Their Quran 

teachers have worked with Year 3 to ensure that they 

know the correct way to do their Wudu and understand 

the significance and behavioural expectations of pray-

er.   

After settling in nicely to their new classes and making 

lots of new friends, students worked hard to prepare 

for their first NAPLAN. It was lovely to see the stu-

dents’ smiling faces beaming with pride, knowing that 

they had tried their very best.   

In Term One we went on an excursion to Riverside 

Theatre in Parramatta where many students experi-

enced the joy of live theatre for the first time.  

We have been fortunate to have ‘Fizzics Education’ 

visit us for two educational incursions to help us fur-

ther explore our Science units on ‘Day and Night’ and 

‘Feather, Fur or Leaves’. These workshops gave stu-

dents opportunities to engage in hands on activities to 

reinforce the learning that they had been doing in 

class. 

Term Three was an eventful term with Year 3 going swimming for the first time. It was a fun experience, 

but also a rewarding one. Students grew in confidence and independence over the two weeks as they 

developed skills that will benefit them throughout their lives.  

There were so many other amazing activities for Year 3 to participate in this year such as the Athletics 

carnival, public speaking, the Premier’s Reading Challenge, Harmony Day activities, Jeans for Genes 

Day, book character parade and Ramadan and Eid competitions. Such a variety of activities provide 

students with opportunities to share their talents with the school community. 

A big thank you to the wonderful Year 3 team: Ms Kumar, Ms Balk, Ms Herrera, Mrs Khan and Ms Yol-

bir. These dedicated teachers worked tirelessly to see that students’ needs were at the forefront of eve-

rything we did.  

Finally, our amazing Year 3 students. I am so proud of each and every one of you. You have applied 

yourseIves to your studies and have demonstrated the values of respect and integrity on a daily basis. I 

wish you all the best as you start a new journey in Year 4.  

 

Mrs Dianne Sofios 

Year 3 Coordinator  
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YEAR 3 REPORT (cont.) 
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YEAR 4 REPORT 

 

 

 

 

Time flies by when you’re having fun! Grade Four students have worked hard all year to learn some-

thing new every single day. They were involved in many teaching and learning activities throughout the 

year to help them achieve their personal and learning goals. 

In Term One, every student participated in the 8-day swimming program at Hurstville Aquatic Centre. 

This was a very exciting and valuable experience for all students. They learnt about water safety and 

how to react if there was an emergency. Our students responded very well to the instructors and learnt 

many skills.  

In Term Two, we went on a science excursion to the Royal National Park, Wattamolla Beach. The stu-

dents participated in many hands-on activities related to the topic, ‘Beneath our Feet’ where we ob-

served our natural surroundings, rock formations and the layers of soil in our environment. 

In Term Three, we celebrated book week with a number of activities organised by the learning support 

team. Students were involved in the book character parade, book fair and an engaging theatrical perfor-

mance called ‘Big Dreams’. The students really enjoyed dressing up as a character from their favourite 

book. 

Grade Four students were particularly interested in the Science topics that we studied. They enjoyed 

using the Edison robots in the Computer lab as well as competing against each other online in Reading 

Eggs and Mathletics games. 

We conducted lots of hands on experiments and students worked at home to complete their science 

project where they had to build a catapult to launch a marshmallow as far as possible. Some students 

designed and built catapults that were able to launch a marshmallow as far as out the classroom door! 

That was one of the highlights of the year! 

We ended our year with a fun day out at bowling and laser tag. Students really enjoyed spending quali-

ty time with their teachers and friends outside the classroom. All the best for year 5! 

Keep smiling, be safe, be kind and always remember that no matter where you are, 

“Today is a great day to learn something new” 

 

Ms Margaret Tran 
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YEAR 4 REPORT (cont.) 
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YEAR 5 REPORT 

 

 
 
 
 
Wow, what a year! To better state that - what a GREAT year!  It has passed very quickly, but Year 5 
managed to cover a lot of material and participated in many fun and exciting projects. Our students 
have not let us down, maintaining a high level of hard work and enthusiasm in all that they did. I guess 
it’s true what they say…. “time flies when you’re having fun”. 
Students worked extremely hard this year, studying many engaging units through research, experi-
ments, exploration and modelling. The PowerPoints presented were very impressive, I’d say that some 
even had the “X Factor”. Hung around the rooms, the students’ artwork was inspiring, highlighting their 
individuality and flair. 
 
The science topics this year were new and exciting. The students were involved in many hands on ac-
tivities, group tasks and interest guided investigations. Our excursion to ‘Space Science’ at Wollongong 
was amazing. The students (and teachers) were enthralled with two floors of exciting interactive exhib-
its, a show investigating dry ice, and the remarkable and immersive planetarium.  
We survived Naplan!! On behalf of myself and all the Year 5 teachers, I would like to congratulate our 
students on their excellent results, which were well deserved and made us all delighted. Remember, 
hard work pays off. Never give up! 
A quote to remember: 
“If you don't go after what you want, you'll never have it. If you don't ask, the answer is always no.    If 
you don't step forward, you're always in the same place.”                   

― Nora Roberts 

 

Finally, I would like to thank the fabulous Year 5 teachers – Ms Ghewa, Ms El-Eter, Ms Rabia, Ms Ad-
hami and Mr Bennett as well as the Arabic and Quran staff who have worked tirelessly to help each and 
every student achieve their personal best.  
I wish all our students the very best and know that they leave us well prepared for the next step (Year 6 
– all the way upstairs) in their journey through life. We will miss their energy and their endless ideas, 
but know that each will put that creativity and intelligence to good use. 
So as we pack up our classrooms, our bags, our pens, pencils and belongings and return our books, 

we remember all the things that we have done. The memories that we have made together, memories 

that will stay with us forever. 

Goodbye and Goodluck Year 5, 2019 

 

Mrs Skaf 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/625.Nora_Roberts
http://www.examiner.com/topic/students
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YEAR 5 REPORT (cont.) 
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YEAR 6 REPORT 
 

 

 
 
It’s that time of the year again when we say farewell to our year 6 students. Our students are now ready 

to leave their Primary School years behind and move onto greater and bigger things in High School. 

Year 6 students have had a wonderful year; a year filled with a great deal of learning, discovery and 

fun. They enjoyed a wide variety of educational and extra-curricular activities to complement their learn-

ing experiences.  

 

In Term 1, students participated in a 2 Week Swimming Program at Hurstville Aquatic Centre. The aim 

of the program was to help students develop the valuable skills and knowledge needed to keep safe 

around water. The SRC also attended the GRIP Leadership Conference. 

 

In Term 2, Fizzics Education presented an educational incursion, ‘Exploring Energy’ which helped stu-

dents understand how energy conversions happen in objects all around us. The workshop also focused 

on developing the students’ scientific method and inquiry skills while they learn about science in the re-

al world around them.  

 

In Term 3, students went on a science excursion to the ANSTO Education Centre where students were 

introduced to the world of atoms in an engaging and interactive way. They also explored the important 

role of science in society. 

 

In Term 4, students attended an excursion to Sky Zone Alexandria as a reward for working well 

throughout the year and to provide them with an opportunity to bond as a group. Students also enjoyed 

their Year 6 Graduation Ceremony with their teachers, family and friends.  

 

Besides all the wonderful grade activities, students were also engaged in a wide range of informative 

and whole school activities, which included activities during Book Week, Harmony Day Activities, Anzac 

Day Ceremony, Ramadan Competitions, Athletics Carnival, Swimming Carnival, Book Character Pa-

rade, Jeans for Genes Day, Clean Up Australia Day, National Tree Day and the National Day Action 

Against Bullying and Violence. 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Ms Abdul Hadi, Ms Merheb, Ms Kheir, Ms El Hassan, Ms 

Samrout, Ms Afiouni, and our Arabic and Quran staff for their tireless effort, commitment and support 

throughout the year. Our hard working and dedicated teachers inspired students and helped them in 

reaching their learning potential. 

 

The parents have also been a major factor to our success. I would like to thank all the parents for their 

unsurpassed support and effort which contributed to the success of the grade.  

 

Finally, I would like to wish all our students the best of luck and continued success in High School next 

year and in their future endeavours and wishing everyone a happy and safe holiday. 

Ms Charmand 
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YEAR 6 REPORT (cont.) 
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Quran, Islamic Studies, Arabic Report 

 
In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful.  
Assalamu alaykum wa Rahmatullhai wa Barakaatuhu 
Quran and Islamic studies are the most important lessons to learn in Islam as the Prophet said 

(P.B.U.H), "The best among you (Muslims) are those who learn the Qur'an and teach it." 

 

The streaming of Arabic classes continued this year in order to cater for the needs of each individual 

student and help them enrich their reading skills to enable them to easily read the Holy Qur’an. Our stu-

dents have worked very hard to achieve their personal and educational goals.  

 

Islamic Studies is another field of studies. Students were involved in practicing Wuduh and in perform-

ing their Salah, particularly our Year 3 students who began praying with the rest of the school their 

Duhur prayer. Also, they have enjoyed the stories of the Prophets and the many engaging activities that 

were prepared for students, helping them develop a more positive attitude towards their learning.  

 

It has also been our pleasure teaching the Arabic language to our children, throughout the year stu-

dents have participated in a variety of activities such as vocabulary, translation, putting words in order 

to make a sentence and Arabic grammar to enable them to write sentences correctly.  

 

The Arabic Department have actively participated in many school events. Harmony Day was a celebra-

tion of unity, care, compassion and cultural diversity and the Arabic Department organised a display of 

Islamic artefacts in the primary school hall for all primary students and teachers to see. Also, for Clean 

Up Australia Day, students presented informative and creative posters during their Arabic lessons to 

help raise awareness of the importance of cleanliness in and outside of the school. Other activities in-

cluded, the Quran Competition, Kindergarten presenting the 99 names of Allah, Ramadan activities and 

the presentation of Anasheed during assemblies. 

 

Hajj or pilgrimage to Makkah is obligatory on every Muslim. Understanding the Hajj ritual is an im-

portant lesson for all children. Years 1 and 2 were able to partake in a Hajj Pilgrimage re-enactment. 

Students were dressed in their ihram and entered the hall reciting the talbiyah. They were amazed at 

the props of the Kabah, Mount Arafah, Jamarat, Safa, Marwa and Masjid Madinah. Students reflected 

on what they have learnt in class and identified the different sacred places. Students were guided 

through each ritual.  

Also, MFIS participated in the shoebox4syria fundraiser for the 3rd year, in which students and their 

families donated their time and effort to pack boxes of gifts to be sent to Syria. This year over 700 shoe-

boxes filled with gifts and clothes were donated to charity. The school community has demonstrated its 

amazing generosity once again and we thank all the students and their family for their generous dona-

tions. These will certainly bring some joy to the children in Syria. 

 

2019 has been another great year. We would like to thank all the parents for their continuous support. 

To all our students, it was a pleasure teaching you.  

 

Primary Quran, Islamic Studies and Arabic department. 

 

 
 

 



 

                                                                                                                                                                                                  41 

 



 

                                                                                                                                                                                                   42 

END OF YEAR ASSEMBLY 

 
The end of year assembly celebrated the academic Year at Malek Fahd Islamic School and showcased 

student achievement throughout 2019. We would like to thank Dr Bennet (School Chairman), Mr Rixon 

(School Principal), Ms El-Ahmad (Primary Head of Campus), Sheikh Fawaz (School Chaplain), Mr Khal 

Asfour (Bankstown Mayor), Mr Bilal El-Hayek (Deputy Mayor) and all our parents for attending the as-

sembly.  

Congratulation to the following students for receiving an award. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Also, congratulations to the selected SRC for 2020. 

Captains - Zachariah Zaouk and Orcia Ahamed  

Vice Captains - Ammar Ayyoub and Amina Skaf  

Prefects - Muhammed Mirza, Ahed El Sayadi, Fatin Forhad, Muhammad Arja, Zaynab Zaouk, Arshia 
Taher, Riami Ahmed  
 
 

Principal’s Award Sheikh’s Award Chairman’s Award 

Fidaa Haj Younes (KR) Tahmid Mustakin (KY) Najiib Mohamed (KO) 

Mersiha Chowdhury 
(1R) 

Fatat Abdul-Karim (1O) Alayna Rustom (1P) 

Sumayah Ayoub (2Y) Saafat Jahangir (2R) Sabah El Lababidi (2B) 

Fatima Bhurawala (3O) Mariam Oueik (3R) Haajar El Sayed (30) 

Wafi Ahmed (4Y) Abdurrahman Issa (4G) Mahmoud Hassan (4P) 

Muhammed Mirza (5B) Ayuub Ahmed (5G) Nameera Huda (5P) 

Anika Khan (6Y) Aisyah Yustika (6P) Varisha Ghous (6B) 
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END OF YEAR ASSEMBLY (Continued) 
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END OF YEAR ASSEMBLY (Continued) 
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END OF YEAR ASSEMBLY (Continued) 
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END OF YEAR ASSEMBLY (Continued) 
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CAMPUS EVENTS 

Book Character Parade 

 
 
 
 
 
 
As part of book week, students participated in the book character parade. They were asked to dress as 

their favourite book character. Students sat around the primary assembly area, waiting for their class to 

be called out so they can walk around the platform and demonstrate their knowledge of their book char-

acter. Parents, teachers and students watched on and applauded as each class took the floor. There 

was great excitement and enthusiasm in the air and students had an enjoyable morning. Also, to add to 

this joyous morning, students enjoyed a sausage sizzle during lunch time. 
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CAMPUS EVENTS 

Book Character Parade 
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CAMPUS EVENTS 

BOOK WEEK (cont.) 
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CAMPUS EVENTS 

ANTI-BULLYING INITIATIVES 

 

 

 
 
To promote and raise awareness of The National Day of Action against Bullying and Violence, teachers 

provided students with a range of activities to ensure understanding of this day. The SRC presented a 

speech over 2 days during morning assembly to help students understand the negative effects that bul-

lying can have on someone’s health and wellbeing and that everyone has the right to feel loved, re-

spected and safe at Malek Fahd Islamic School. Also, to help show support of this day and ensure stu-

dents understand that the school is a ‘Bully Free Zone,’ students wore wristbands and anti-bullying 

posters were displayed around the school. Furthermore, to further reinforce the concept of bullying, Li-

aison Officer Philip Smith informed Years 1 – 6 students about the different forms of bullying, where to 

seek help and its consequences. 
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CAMPUS EVENTS 

ANZAC DAY 

 

Years 3 - 6 students took part in an engaging and inspiring ANZAC Day ceremony, where the SRC dis-

cussed the importance that this day has to our Australian History. Students were given time to reflect 

on the many different meanings of war which provided them with a link to the past and the opportunity 

to think about those who served and died in wars. 

The ceremony was opened by Aisyah Yustika reciting verses from the Quran. This was then followed 

by A Tribute to the ANZACs, ANZAC Requiem, prayer for peace, The Last Post, one-minute silence 

and then the laying of the wreath. Mr Hamper also addressed the assembly and shared his story of 

what ANZAC Day meant to him.  

Also, the captains and vice captains had the opportunity to represent the primary school by attending 

the annual RSL and Schools Remember ANZAC Commemoration Service on Monday 9
th
 April. The pri-

mary students were accompanied by Mr Saddik at ANZAC Memorial at Hyde Park, Sydney.  
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CAMPUS EVENTS 

GARDENING CLUB 

 

This year, students in years 1 and 2 had the opportunity to participate in Gardening Club. Students had 

a lot of fun exploring and learning about a wide range of plants and herbs including water plants, such 

as floating rosettes. Students engaged in hands on learning experiences in the school garden through 

planting and watering plants on a weekly basis, whilst watching them grow. They thoroughly enjoyed 

the outdoor experience and were interested in learning new things about the plants.  

Students: 1R- Merisha Chowdhury, 1B – Sireen El Saddick, 1O – Sarina Khan, 1Y- Salam Masri, 1G- 

Youssef El Kheir, 1P – Omar A, 2R – Aqsa Aslam, 2B- Zade Zaouk, 20 – Ahmad Ismail, 2Y – Fawzia 

Nasser, 2G – Zainab Farhat, 2P – Afraz Suhaib  

 

Teachers: Ms Aqifa, Ms 

Feryal and Ms H El 

Masri 
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CAMPUS EVENTS 

CLEAN UP AUSTRALIA DAY 

 

 

On Monday 4
th
 March 2019, five students from each class across K – 6 worked together to clean up the 

Primary School area.  The students who took part in this event were spoken to about their responsibility 

as MFIS students to appreciate, protect and care for the environment in a proactive manner and to en-

sure that the school remains clean. This was also linked to the importance of cleanliness and environ-

mental protection in Islam. Also, the Vice-Captain presented a speech addressing all students during 

morning assembly about the importance of Clean 

Up Australia Day.  
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CAMPUS EVENTS 

HARMONY DAY 

 
On the 21

st
 of March 2019, students were dressed in orange and started their morning with a K – 6 as-

sembly.  The assembly focused on inclusiveness, respect and a sense of belonging for everyone. Also, 

special guests from Quirindi Public School joined our assembly and presented our students with heart 

shaped cards with the important message of ‘Harmony over Hatred.’ After the assembly, the represent-

atives from Quirindi Public School were invited to morning tea along with students from the SRC. These 

Students were given the opportunity to demonstrate their leadership skills, represent our school and 

make our guests feel welcome.  Students also enjoyed a sausage sizzle on the day.  
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CAMPUS EVENTS 

JEANS FOR GENES 

 

Jeans for Genes Day is a national charity which raises money for the care of children and families who 

are affected by a genetic disorder.  

On Friday 2
nd

 August, Students came to school dressed in jeans and donated a gold coin. They also 

had the chance of purchasing a Krispy Kreme Doughnut to help raise more money for the Children’s 

Medical Research Institute. 

The Noble Prophet Muhammad (saw) said: "Nothing shall ensure the welfare (and interests) of your re-

ligion except generosity and good disposition. “A man’s true wealth is the good he does in this world” 

Understanding the purpose behind Jeans for Genes Day brings compassion and empathy towards this 

great cause. Compassion will bring acceptance and acceptance is a gift we can give to every child liv-

ing with a genetic disease.  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ezsoftech.com/stories/rasool7.asp
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CAMPUS EVENTS 

FUNDRAISERS 

NATIONAL TREE DAY 

On Wednesday 31
st
 July 2019, selected students from K - 6 took part in National Tree Day which in-

volved planting native trees around the primary school area. They were given the opportunity to under-

stand the reasons for planting trees, allowing them to appreciate the importance of protecting and car-

ing for the environment. It was a simple way for students to connect with the environment and watch 

the beauty of nature, as their plants slowly grow. Also, to ensure all students understood the im-

portance of National Tree Day, one SRC student presented a speech during morning assembly promot-

ing biodiversity and care for the environment. 
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CAMPUS EVENTS 

PUBLIC SPEAKING 

 
At MFIS school, our education mission is to engage the 

mind, body and spiritual development of each child. Our 

commitment to academic excellence and an all-inclusive ed-

ucation seeks to nurture and encourage every child to realise 

his/her potential, passions and purpose in life. In today’s so-

ciety, communication couldn’t be more important. Research 

has shown that Public Speaking can help children develop 

important skills. 

 

It can help him/her learn to: 

speak clearly and fluently 

organise his/her thoughts logically 

express ideas confidently 

develop imagination and spontaneity 

use voice, body language and words to communicate 

 

Public Speaking also promotes: 

 increased self-esteem 

 the power of persuasion 

improved academic performance 
 

This year, Greenacre Primary Campus students from Kinder-

garten to Year 6 had the remarkable opportunity to experi-

ence Public Speaking. 

The experience went through two stages. Students were asked to prepare and present a speech for 

their class during Term 1. This allowed the class teacher to select the best speaker of the class. 

The selected speakers were then coached during Term 2 and Term 3 regularly to compete for the 

grade’s best public speaker. This event took place in a grade assembly where the students had the op-

portunity to present their speeches in front of an audience from all the classes from their grade. Kinder-

garten, Years 1, 2 and 3 speakers presented their prepared speech while, Years 4, 5 and 6 speakers 

were required to present an impromptu speech in addition to their prepared speech. This was a very 

special opportunity for the speakers to challenge themselves and present topics on the spot.  

Three winners were selected based on the criteria they needed to meet and were handed out special 

trophies. The speakers who did not win the round were presented with gifts to appreciate their efforts. 

We were honoured to have Ms El – Ahmad attend the assemblies who had a talk to the students to en-

courage and promote public speaking as an important skill for our students to develop. We were very 

grateful to enjoy the expertise of Ms Charmand who judged our beautiful speakers. It was a very spe-

cial event that all speakers will treasure for a long time! 

Thank you to Ms El – Ahmad for her continuous support and to Ms Charmand for her assistance and 

guidance throughout the activities and events. 

 

Ms Rachwani 
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CAMPUS EVENTS 

PUBLIC SPEAKING ( Continued) 
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CAMPUS EVENTS 

RAMADAN INTIATIVES 

 
Ramadan is the best month of the year and de-

served to be prepared for. Malek Fahd Primary 

School held a number of Ramadan activities 

this year. To ensure all students got into the 

spirit during the Holy Month of Ramadan, the 

activities that were organised included, individu-

al and classroom competitions, daily Hadiths 

read by Year 6 students during morning assem-

bly, Quran Competition and the Ramadan Iftar 

dinner, where many executive staff, teachers, 

students and parents enjoyed a night together. 

Every morning before school, students from K – 

6 enjoyed an Islamic Studies session in the pri-

mary school hall. The sessions focused on sto-

ries from the Quran and Hadith that they could 

reflect upon and apply within their daily life. 

The Food Drive was another Ramadan initiative 

that was organised where all the food collected 

went towards helping needy families over the month of Ramadan. 
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CAMPUS EVENTS 

ROBOTICS CLUB 

 

 

MFIS Robotics Club 
This year Malek Fahd Islamic School introduced its first Lego Robotics Club for the primary students at the 

Greenacre campus. We were very fortunate to receive the Google Education grant. The grant allowed us to re-

ceive the robotics kit and granted us entry into the First Lego League (FLL) challenge that happened in 24th De-

cember. 

The school invited students from year 6 to join the robotics club and 

many students showed interest to join the club. This year, we had 

selected 12 students from year 6 to start the club and this number 

will increase next year. The robotics club ran every Thursday after 

school for one hour from 3:30 pm to 4:30 pm 

The objective of the robotics club was to improve students’ coding 

skills, logical reasoning, creativity, team building and problem-

solving skills. The club met once a week after school for an hour. 

The students enjoyed the robotics club greatly. 

The students had to assemble the robot and create programs to di-

rect the robot to complete the mission. Throughout the sessions, 

students utilised various sensors such as colour sensors, ultrasound 

sensors and gyro sensors to create advanced programs. In addition to this, the programming team is also learn-

ing about the social skills of professionalism and cooperation. 

On Sunday 24th November, the MFIS robotics team participated in the First Lego League robotics challenge at 

Bossley Park High School. It was a lovely Sunday morning and all 10 students of the team were at the venue by 

8:15 am. An optimistic atmosphere hung over the participants. There were 30 teams representing different ro-

botics schools and clubs. 

This year’s robotics theme: 

Our cities and towns face major issues, like transportation, accessibility and even natural disasters. How can we 

shape a better future for everyone? 

 Team Task:   Identify a problem with a building or public space in your community.          Design a solution and 

Share your solution with others and then refine it. 

For presentation, our team had selected the topic of homelessness in the cities and its impact. Team  brain-

stormed ideas, researched and created the presentation, which was presented to the panel judges at the com-

petition. The judges showed keen interest in the presentation. During the award ceremony, our solution to 

homelessness was judged as the best and we were awarded first place and received the trophy. 
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CAMPUS EVENTS 

ROBOTICS CLUB ( CONTINUED) 

In the Robot Competition:  Identify Missions to solve. Design build and program a LEGO Robot to complete 

the Missions. 

The robot will have to navigate, capture, transport, activate, or deliver objects. The robot will only have 2½ 

minutes to complete as many Missions as possible.  

At the competition, the robotics team completed 6-7 missions and scored 300 points. We came sixth in the com-

petition. This was quite a great achievement since this was our first time at the event. We are confident that 

next year the team will perform even better. Overall, the students had a great day at the First Lego League chal-

lenge, which will be remembered for long time. 

I would like to thank the school  principal, Mr. Bruce Rixon, for providing permission and support in starting the 

MFIS robotics club and Ms. Pinad El Ahmed for her support and encouragement of the club and the students.  

Aqeel Mukaddam 

MFIS Robotics Coach 
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GRIP LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 

 
The Year 6 SRC attended an excursion to the GRIP Leadership Conference at Sydney Olympic Park 

on the 5
th
 of March 2019. The conference was designed to give students practical tools and great ideas 

that will promote them to make a difference within the school community. The conference involved mul-

tiple presentations, interactive activities, discussions and leadership games. Also, students from differ-

ent schools had the opportunity to interact with one another.  

 



 

                                                                                                                                                                                                  63 

PRIMARY IFTAAR DINNER 2019 
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PRIMARY IFTAAR DINNER 2019 
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PRIMARY YEAR 6 GRADUATION 2019 
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PRIMARY YEAR 6 GRADUATION 2019 
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PHOTOS 2019 
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